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Construction Breaks Ground on Slavin
Rick Kurker '09
Asst. News Editor

by

Slavin Center currently appears to
be in a state of disarray due to con
struction, but Providence College
staff members and administrators
indicated that it will all
CAMPUS be worth it once the
NEWS project is complete.
The construction is
projected to cost just under $5 million
and is expected to be completed in
Sept. 2009.
Michael Frazier, vice president for
Finance and Business, said that he con
tributed to the design of the
Concannon Fitness Center and is also
heavily involved with the Slavin
Center work, along with Mark Rapoza,
assistant vice president for Capital
Projects and Facilities Planning.
Frazier said that the general contrac
tor hired for the construction is Farrar
& Associates. He also said that
Symmes Maini & McKee Associates
(SMMA) is the architect and is the
same firm that designed both the
Concannon Fitness Center and the
Ruane Atrium.
"Over the last few years, there have
been numerous requests by the students
for more space to gather on an informal
basis, space that does not require
advance reservation," said Frazier. "The
College feels this construction is a begin
ning to making that type of space avail
able to the students."
"We are expanding.Slavin Center by
approximately 7700 square feet and
will be upgrading an additional 560
square feet," said Frazier.
According to Frazier, the goal of the
Slavin construction is to create more
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TOP: The steel and glass addition to Slavin Center when completed will add 7700 square feet to the building and will extend
further into Slavin lawn. BOTTOM: The current construction has made the main entrance of Slavin inaccessible.

Recomended Committee will
Hard Economic Times at
Keep Students Involved in
PC: Examining the PC Fund
Policy Change
by

Allison O'Connor TO
News Staff

Changes made to the student hand
book this past fall were met with com
plete shock and surprise by students,
and left many wondering how these
changes were implement
CAMPUS ed without student input.
In order to address
NEWS
this concern, the Class of
2010 is proposing legislation for the
establishment of a set handbook policy
review process.
Currently, there is "absolutely no
Erocess that the administration has to fol>w," and no set "people to consult," said
Jaimie Scambio, 2010 class president.
Page three of the Student Handbook
states that the book "is applicable to all
Providence College full-time under
graduate students." However, there is

not currently a standard and outlined
process for making changes to the
handbook itself. There are also no pro
visions that require student participa
tion or influence when changes to the
handbook are made. The Class of 2010
has realized that this is problematic.
The proposition states that the Class
of 2010 "propose that a committee is
formed to be involved with any deci
sions in the event that any policy needs
to be changed."
The committee would be called the
Committee on Policy and Procedure,
and would be comprised of one stu
dent who is a member of Congress,
one student who is not a member of
Congress, one Resident Assistant,
one member of the Faculty Senate,
the Dean of Residence Life, one rep
resentative from Student Conduct,
the Vice President of Student Affairs,

by

Valerie Ferdon '12
News Staff

The struggling economy has had a
massive rippling effect which has
reached Providence College. The College
community received a letter from Rev.
Brian J. Shanley, O.P.,
SPECIAL president of PC, dur
FEATURE ing the winter recess
stating that the College
has lost 25 percent of its endowment. For
the next few weeks, The Cowl will be

GRAPHIC BY MATT LONGOBARDI ’10

investigating the effects of the economic
hard times on PC.
Although other organizations on
campus may be suffering due to the
economy, the Providence College
Fund has remained unaffected thus
far. This entity falls under the
Development category of Institutional
Advancement, and is the College's
unrestricted account comprised of
donations from people such as alumni,
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response from students has been
very positive. Seniors continue to
request more individual study car
rels, but we have almost as many as
before, 31 now, 44 before, with twice
the number of seats on the second
floor, and three times as many in the
Lower Commons in the basement."
The plans for the next phase of the
library renovation are not concrete. The
library expects to learn of the school's
plans in the next few months.
"In the lower level, where the group
tables are, [I would like to see] less florescent lighting and more warm[th],
like the upper levels, with wood and
different lighting," said Greer.
"Definitely cover up the cement,"
said Lipski. "Make it brighter—it's
kind of dark down there."
"At earliest we will resume this May
after Commencement, but the PC
administration must prioritize its cap
ital building projects, and the Slavin
Student Center project is a top priority
now," said Bailey.

Library Renovations Remain
Unfinished While Slavin
Construction Moves Forward
As students headed home for win
ter break, construction workers
moved into Providence College's
Phillips Memorial Library to resume
the renovation project once again.
The library's second phase of renova
tions began in May 2008 and was
scheduled to be finished by August of
that year. Due to delays in both the
planning and execution processes,
work in the library continued into the
fall semester. The construction came
to a halt when patrons complained of
noise and disruptions.
Over winter break, the construction
crew worked to complete carpeting, elec
trical, and data equipment detailing.
According to Donald Russell Bailey, Ph.D.,
director of the Phillips Memorial Library,
they also rearranged a greater portion of
the second floor's furniture. There are
now 31 individual study carvel spaces, a
quiet zone all around the periphery of the
floor, individual seating beside the atrium,
study tables, and privacy comers with
stuffed chairs. They also created what
Bailey referred to as six "living rooms."
These are areas around the atrium and
beside the InTeLeR [Interactive Teaching,
Learning and Research] service desk that
seat up to seven people at each.
"The library, all three floors, including
the Lower Commons in the basement, is
now a destination," said Bailey. "Students
can meet in groups and talk in the Lower
Commons Students can meet in groups
in some areas of the main/first floor, with
access to approximately 55 computers."
Although the majority of the work
has been completed on this phrase of

30
Fr
8:30 a.m. Exhibit:
Frost/Nixon, Phillips
Memorial Library,
Foyer
5:30 p.m. Class of '59
Reunion Kick-off,
Slavin Center, '64
Hall
9:00 p.m. Chinese
New Year, Slavin
Center

MATT LONGOBARDI 'io/The Cowl

The renovations to Phil I ips Memorial Library resumed briefly over winter break
but it is still not finished. There are now more individual study spaces and carpet
ing. However, Slavin Center will be the top priority for the remainder of the year.
the library's renovation, there are still a
few loose ends to be tied up.
"There remain only some finishing
touches to the new second-floor service
desk, new furniture for the InTeLeR
service desk," said Bailey. "We continue
to do work on the HVAC [heating, ven
tilation, air-conditioning] system [clean
ing and upgrading the system's sensors,
thermostats, etc.]; most of that work is
being done at times when the library is
not open to avoid disturbances."
Arriving back to campus, students
have noticed the changes.

"I like the way that it looks, but I
think if you go to the help center it's
noisy because of the acoustics of it,"
said Colleen Greer '11. "I like that
there is a reference center upstairs."
"I like it a lot," said Jaime Lipski
'11. "I think it's nice to have a place
to go to talk to friends, to work [on]
project stuff, but I also like that there
are corners where you can go to
study by yourself."
"We continuously seek and
receive feedback from students, fac
ulty, and staff," said Bailey. "The

—Lauren Ballback '11

Alumnus Loses Battle
with Cancer
The Providence College communi
ty suffered the loss of Patrick Carney
'08 during the winter break. Carney
lost his battle with cancer at age 22
on Jan. 15.
He had been hospitalized in
Brigham & Women's Hospital Boston.
Funeral services were held in
Carney's home town of Franklin, Mass.

4 Wednesday

31
Sat
10:00 a.m. Pastoral
Council Winter
Retreat, Mercy
Lodge, Cumberland,
R.I.
11:00 a.m. PC
Swimming and
Diving vs. Holy
Cross, Peterson
Recreation Center,
Taylor Natatorium

2 Mon

1 Sun
2:00 p.m. Jennifer Bill,
Faculty - Saxophone
Recital, Smith Center
for the Arts, Ryan
Concert Hall

5:30 p.m. Board of
Programmers
Meeting, Slavin
Center, G01

6:00 p.m. Class of
8:00 p.m. Future Friar 2010 Congress
Meeting, Slavin
Executive's Board
Center, Room 114
Meeting, Slavin
Center, Room 117

3 Tues
4:00 p.m. OAS
Workshop Series:
Note-Taking
Strategies, Phillips
Memorial Library,
Room 223
7:00 p.m. Relay for
Life 2009 Kick-off,
Moore Hall III

—Devin Murphy '10

5 Thurs

12:00 p.m. Blood
11:00 a.m. Passport
Drive, '64 Hall, Slavin Day, Raymond Hall,
Center
Student Mail Room

7:00 p.m. Gaelic
Society Meeting,
Moore Hall III

12:00 p.m. Blood
Drive, '64 Hall, Slavin
Center

8:00 p.m. PC Men's
Basketball vs.
Villanova, Dunkin'
Donuts Center,

6:00 p.m. Defensive
Driving Course,
Slavin Center, G01

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an error
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will
be printed as necessary on page 2.
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Featured Teacher: Rousseau Details Undergrad
and Post-Grad Life at PC, Notre Dame, and Toronto
by

Kylie Lacey '11

News Staff
Constance Rousseau, Ph.D, '80 is a pro
fessor in the Department of History, the
moderator of the History Honors Society
since its conception, and a former class
mate of Rev. Brian J.
FEATURED Shanley, O.R, president
TEACHER of Providence College.
Rousseau grew up
in Westport, Mass. Even as a cHild, she
was immersed in local places of history.
"When I was seven, eight, nine, 10
years old, my parents were taking my
twin sister and I to places like
Plymouth Plantation, the Newport
mansions, Sturbridge Village," she said.
Rousseau said that she visited
these places so many times, she felt
as if she could give the tours herself.
At this time, American history was
her passion.
By high school, her fascination with
history continued to develop, and
under a particular teacher, she decided
she knew what she wanted to do with
her life.
"I had a teacher named George
Salvatore who was like a mentor to
me," she said. "He incorporated
novels and primary sources into his
teaching of American history. I knew
then I wanted to teach history at the
secondary level."
During her senior year of high school,
both Rousseau and her twin sister
applied to Providence College. Both
received full academic scholarships and
were invited into the Honors Program.
At that time, only 21 out of a class of 800
students participated in the program,
which included Shanley.
"Professor Richard Grace was the
head of Honors," she said. "One day
I met with him and he asked me
what I wanted to be. When I told
him a high school teacher, he told me
to take French."

Through taking various French and
history classes, Rousseau realized how
much she loved college. While she still
wanted to be an educator, instead of
high school, she decided she wanted to
teach at the collegiate level. The early
modem period and the Middle Ages
became areas of particular interest.
Grace encouraged her to follow her
desire to be a Medievalist. In order to
translate Medieval texts, Rousseau
would need an extensive language
background —which made Grace's
advice about taking French particular
ly useful. Rousseau also took German
and an individualized course in Latin.
Before graduation, Shanley and
Rousseau discussed graduate school.
Shanley encouraged her to attend the
University of Toronto, where there
was a world-famous center for
medieval history. Not wanting to leave
the country, she chose the University
of Notre Dame, where she received her
M.A. in medieval history.
After reading a journal by a
University of Toronto professor,
Michael M. Sheehan, Rousseau decid
ed she needed to attend the university.
She was struck by his use of canonical
law to analyze families, children, and
marriage during the Middle Ages.
"I knew that I wanted to study pri
marily social history, and I knew
Sheehan would be the best professor to
study under," she said. "In other
words, Father Shanley was right and I
should have gone to Toronto for my
master's to begin with!"
At Toronto, Rousseau received her
second M.A., in medieval studies.
She would earn her Licentiate in
medieval studies in 1986 from the
Pontifical Institute of Medieval
Studies, also in Toronto, and
returned to the University of
Toronto for her Ph.D in 1992.
Rousseau credits the University of
Toronto with helping her to hone in on

her teaching skills, saying the experi
ence she gained in discussion classes
helped her with later Western
Civilization courses.
In 1989, she applied to over one hun
dred teaching positions. She received
several offers, including the one she
eventually accepted—PC. One of her
first classes was a Development of
Western Civilization course, which she
still teaches.
Rousseau says she has worked with
many intellectually stimulating Civ
teams, including one with Shanley as
the philosophy instructor.
"What I've learned through taking
and now teaching Western Civ. is that
even though many years pass, there is
always a new way of looking at past
things," she said.
One of her former Civ students, Sam
Landry '11, remembers Rousseau for
her unique teaching style.
"Dr. Rousseau gave us these great
handouts that had the basic facts we
needed to know," Landry said. "That
way, we could focus on taking lecture
notes about the important themes and
ideas— rather than worrying about the
little things, like whether you got down
the right date or spelled a king's name
wrong. They were right there for us."
Rousseau said that while she believes
in the value of the Civ program, she does
believe it needs to be reformed.
"When I took Civ in the Honors pro
gram, during the week we would have
three contextual classes and then a twohour seminar to discuss a specific text,"
she said. "I loved the way this was done
and believed it gave me a great way to
learn. I think every student should be
able to benefit from this style, not just
those in Honors."
The best advice Rousseau said she
can give to PC students, particularly
those in Civ, is to be an active studier.
"To really master something, a stu
dent can't expect to do readings pas-

SARA SPIRITO 'n/The Cowl

Constance Rousseau, Ph.D., returned
to Providence College, her alma mater,
after receiving her Master's from the
University of Notre Dame.
sively and then look over their notes
once for an exam," she said. "Take
marginal
notes
while
reading.
Participate in class. Don't leave any
thing until the last minute."
She insists that being active in Civ
and other classes can prepare a stu
dent for any future career.
"Since students are vocationally ori
ented, they should know that Western
Civ can help prepare them for any job,"
she said. "You can develop the writing,
reading, organizational, and analytical
skills that can be transferred to any job,
as well as gaining cultural literacy."
During her years at PC, Rousseau has
co-edited three books and written 13 arti
cles and book chapters. Her most recent
article was published in 2008, in a book
about Pope Celestine III.
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Proposed Legislation Has No Opposition From Congress
by

Devin Murphy '10

News Editor
Student Congress met for a brief ses
sion on Tuesday, Jan. 27, for the second
time this year. The focus of the meeting
was on the work that the Class of 2010
conducted throughSTUDENT out last semester.
CONGRESS Jaimie
Scambio,
president of the
Class of 2010, and other class members
have been working on a response to
the implementation of the revised
alcohol policy at the beginning of the
fall semester.
After reviewing the measures in
which Providence College's competitor
schools deal with policy change, the
Class of 2010 decided that the best way to
ensure that student input will be sought
out before any future policy change to
the student handbook is to create a
Committee on Policy and Procedure.
"We do want a committee on policy and
procedure," said Scambio. "Surprisingly
we were one of the few [schools] that did
n't have any type of process [for dealing
with policy change]."

The proposed legislation was well
received. No Congress members were
opposed to it, but they did offer some
suggestions to improve it.
"I'd just like to say that I think this is
a great piece of legislation," said Liz
Wolf '09, president of Student
Congress. "As was said before we had
the issue of process all last semester,
and we actually have a way that we
have dealt with it at this point...If it
[the legislation] passes through
Congress, hopefully we can get the
people on board to actually agree to
doing this because...it's a good thing
for PC."
Sean Jones '10 agreed with Wolf.
"I think it's a lot of great research
here," he said.
But Jones was curious about when
the committee would meet and when
it would need to be notified about pro
posed changes.
"Is there any sort of timeline?"
asked Jones.
According
to
Scambio,
the
Committee on Policy and Procedure
will meet annually to review the hand

book. If any changes were going to be
made to the handbook for the follow
ing academic year the committee
would need to be notified by May of
the current year.
One Student Congress member, one
non-Student Congress member, one
Resident Assistant, one Faculty Senate
member, the Dean of Residence Life,
one official from the Office of Student
Conduct, the Vice President of Student
Affairs, the Dean of Student Services,
and the Dean of Undergraduate
Students will make up the committee.
The
Planning
and
Steering
Committee from Student Congress
will pick the Student Congress mem
ber of the committee and the non
Student Congress member of the com
mittee. It is not clear as of yet how
those two students will be chosen.
Jacquie DeSisto '10 suggested that
more than one Congress member be
appointed to the committee.
Shannon Case '09 also suggested
that one more member of the Faculty
Senate be added to the Committee so
professors will not be outnumbered.

There were some concerns about
whether the legislation would be
passed by the administration and Rev.
Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president of
Providence College, assuming that it
was ratified by Student Congress first.
If a change were to be made to the
student handbook under the new com
mittee, the process would begin with
the Committee on Policy and
Procedure. From the committee it
would then proceed to the Faculty
Senate. It would eventually reach the
cabinet and then Shanley for approval.
Wolf said that she was concerned
about making sure the legislation was
passed after it got through Congress.
Scambio said that she will be meet
ing with Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P.,
vice president of Student Affairs
Administration, and Chris Fortunato,
associate vice president for Student
Affairs, to discuss the legislation with
them in hopes that it will not be
turned down after Student Congress
passes it. She admitted though that
there is still a possibility that it could
be vetoed.

ECONOMY: PC Fund Not COMMITTEE: After Semester
of Research Plan Ready for
Showing Financial Stress—
Administration and Faculty
Expected to Reach Goal
continued from front page
faculty, staff, and parents of students,
as well as larger private corporations.
"The PC Fund has the money that is
invested right away into a variety of dif
ferent projects and resources, basically
supporting the College's greatest
needs," said the Development Associate
for Institutional Advancement, Mike
Verzino '07.
The PC Fund is money that is invest
ed right away and has a direct impact
on students.
While specific projects could not be
disclosed, he further explained in gen
eral the beneficiaries of the fund.
The goal for the PC Fund is $3.2
million for the 2008-09 fiscal year, a
value projected based on where it
has been in past years. As with many
educational institutions, the fiscal
year begins on July 1 and ends on
June 30, putting the College at the
midpoint of the timespan.
Verzino reported that the fund has
received $1,607,934, year to date.
"Financial aid is a big receiver of
PC Fund money," said Verzino. "If
there is a facility that is being reno
vated or upgraded, sometimes
money from the PC fund is used to
support those projects."
"Commonly what we do in order
to track ourselves internally is we
compare
ourselves
to
last
year...what we have found is that we
are on target to meet our goal," said
Verzino. "If we are halfway through
our fiscal year and halfway toward
our goal, then we are on track. The
continued support from alumni, par
ents, faculty, staff, and friends of the
College, given the entire economic
situation, is a strong testament to our
PC community."
Although the PC Fund is on track
thus far, concern for possible later
effects of the failing economy remains.
"One of the things all of us in
Annual Giving are conscientious
about is how we continue to outreach
to the same people we have been going
to in the past for support...and instill
that message that we still need their
support given the current economic
situation," said Verzino.
Verzino is convinced that through
creative approaches, the PC Fund will
remain a top priority to those who
have given in the past.
"If we adapt our techniques a little
bit we will stay fresh and in people's
minds," he said.
Verzino attributes the mere nature
of the fund as a reason for the consis
tent growth of the PC fund.

"The unrestricted account is attrac
tive to a lot of people because they
know it helps the students directly,"
said Verzino. "When someone gives to
a scholarship, that money is just used
only within that scholarship. When
you give to the endowment, that
money is then invested within the
endowment and is used later on as the
College needs it."
Verzino's job is to reach out to vari
ous constituencies of the PC communi
ty in order to work toward the goal of
the fund. One of his groups is the
young alumni, categorized as those
students who graduated from PC 10
years ago or less.
He also explained that continuing
the positive alumni support begins
while students are still enrolled at PC.
This is done by another sector of the
fund that Verzino coordinates, the
Senior Giving Program.
With the roots of giving back
already instilled in PC students,
Verzino helps to educate students of
the value of giving back monetarily
through his work with the Senior
Giving Program.
"I graduated in 2007 and one of the
things that you notice is that there is
just a great sense of giving back to the
community, whether it be through
community service or some other out
reach," he said. "One of the things I
would like to see while I am in this
position is getting students to develop
a better sense of philanthropy and I
think a lot of that begins right here."
Verzino has reached out to this
group using a Senior Giving video that
visually expresses how the opportuni
ties students have at PC are in part
made possible by the gratuity of others.
Although the prospect of giving
money may not appeal to students
who are just graduating college,
Verzino stressed the importance of
beginning to give at a young age.
"Within your first 10 years out of col
lege you are not making as much
money as you will decades down the
road when you are more advanced in
your career, which is why the participa
tion message is driven home," said
Verzino. "Five dollars can do some
thing, and getting people to understand
that is difficult, but I think it is impor
tant to keep going with that message."
Such efforts have proven successful
thus far, as there have been 762 new
first-time donors this year, many of
whom are seniors and young alumni.
They gave a total of $318,841, this year
to date.

continued from front page
the Dean of Student Services, and the
Dean of Undergraduates.
The development of this proposal was
based on in-depth research into the poli
cy review processes of other various
institutions. Student members of the
Class of 2010 Congress committee
reviewed, compared, and analyzed the
currently established procedures at these
institutions in order to devise a process
that would be best suited here at
Providence College.
They investigated "institutions with
similar student bodies to PC," said
Lauren Riley TO, Congress member.
Each member of the committee was
assigned one or two colleges or universi
ties to contact and to obtain information
regarding its procedure for policy
changes.
Such
schools
included
Villanova, Saint Anselm College, College
of the Holy Cross, Saint Michael's
College, Boston College, Assumption
College, Stonehill College, Fairfield
University, Northeastern University,
Boston University, and Loyola College.
"We saw a recurring theme in the mod
els at the various schools," said Scambio.
A majority of the schools have an
established committee comprised of both
students and administration that collab
oratively determine any policy changes
that are made.

We decided to lay out all of
the different aspects... what
they did, how often they met
and how they actually made
the changes.
Jaimie Scambio To

"We decided to lay out all of the dif
ferent aspects...what they did, how
often they met and how they actually
made the changes," said Scambio.
Holy Cross, for example, has a policy
in which the student handbook is
reviewed annually by the Vice President
of Student Affairs. Student input during
the review process is obtained through
direct communication with the institu
tion's Student Life Committee, Student
Government Association, as well as
through open student forums. "The
answer was clear—almost all the schools
had a process [that included] student
input when changes were to be made,"
said Scambio.
Additionally, students found that
the processes at the smaller schools
they investigated were the most

effective and served as the best mod
els in devising a process to integrate
at PC.

We focused on the pol icy review
processes of smaller schools in
developing this legislation, since
we found that those schools had
more student involvement.
Lauren Riley To
"We focused on the policy review
processes of smaller schools in devel
oping this legislation, since we found
that those schools had more student
involvement," said Riley.
Saint Michael's served as another
excellent model. When major changes or
new policies are made, both faculty and
students are involved through a com
mittee in which students, faculty, and
staff are equally represented with three
members each. In order to most effec
tively and truly give the voice to the stu
dents, the Class of 2010 used this data
obtained not only for formation of a
Committee on Policy and Procedure, but
also for the establishment of an annual
review of the Providence College
Student Handbook. This would entail a
structured process that would be
adhered to when it is determined that
policy changes are necessary.
"This would serve as a buffer
against what happened during the
fall," said Riley.
According to the proposal for
Providence College, the policy
changing process would begin with
a decision made in the Committee of
Policy and Procedure, and would
then be addressed before the Faculty
Senate and Student Congress. From
there the changes would return to
the Committee for discussion before
ultimately being sent to the cabinet.
In addition, annual handbook
review would most likely occur in the
month of January.
"If there need to be any changes at
all...they must be changed by May in
order to be implemented for
September of the following school
year," said Scambio.
The proposal for a Handbook Policy
Review Process was proposed at the
Student Congress meeting on Tuesday,
Jan. 27. Voting will subsequently take
place on Tuesday, Feb. 3.
If approved by Student Congress, the
legislation would have to go and get
approved by Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P.,
vice president of Student Affairs.
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SLAVIN: Addition Expected to Cost Five Million
continued from front page
space for general use and a more func
tional student union.
"A shortcoming of Slavin Center
now is the lack of undedicated space,"
Frazier said. "Everything is dedicated
to something, like McPhail's, clubs,
and the Soft Lounge."
Frazier emphasized the need for an
area where students can hang out
informally. According to Frazier, the
new space in Slavin Center will
include televisions and seating areas
free of alcohol-based pressure.
"When there is a game on TV on a
Friday or Saturday night, the only venue
in Slavin is McPhail's, and students
under 21 may not feel comfortable in a
'bar'," said Frazier. "This new space will
offer alternatives to that environment."
"There will be much more hangout
space," said Frazier.
"Dean Fortunato has pictures of the
overall concept," said Frazier. "He has
a committee working on recommenda
tions as to how it may be furnished."
Another shortcoming of Slavin
Center, according to Frazier, is the lack
of sunlight.
"I love light," he said. "The roof of
the atrium will include photovoltaic
panels that power the radio station
and generate electricity to drive
WDOM's transmitter. It faces south for
this purpose and is a green advance
ment. The photovoltaic panels on the
new atrium will generate electricity by
capturing the sunlight; therefore, it
will not come through the roof like it
does in the Ruane atrium."
The roof of the new Slavin atri
um will be similar to the Ruane
atrium, which is made of polycar
bon and allows 80 percent of light
to penetrate it.
Based on the projected design, the
front entrance to Slavin will maintain
the same look and architectural style
of
Concannon
Fitness
Center.
Furthermore, Frazier said that the

columns to be built in the Slavin atri
um will be stylistically the same as
those in Concannon.
Frazier also said that the patio
area that was in the front of Slavin
will become part of the new Slavin
atrium. There will be a lower level
where the stairs in front of Slavin
were, and glass panels will be
included so that natural sunlight can
illuminate it. Frazier said that there
will be handicap access to the atri
um, as a ramp will form a bridge
from the front entrance to the Fish
Bowl. On the lower level, Frazier
said that there will be multiple TVs
and seating areas, and that WDOM
and PCTV will be located down
there. The WDOM office will essen
tially be in the same location as it
was before construction. Both organ
izations will have access to a broad
cast room that can be used for inter
views or other needs.
Nearby on the lower level will be a
snack area similar to Jazzman's on the
east campus.
"It will work in concert with the
Alumni Cafeteria," said Frazier. "Fire
code prevents cooking with grills and
deep fryers [in this location], so. cof
fee, microwave items, and the like
will be available. The menu has not
been finalized, as details still have to
be worked out."
Frazier indicated that the floor of the
upper level of the atrium was extend
ed, and that the upper level is largely
made of glass to increase the amount
of light. Furthermore, Frazier said that
benches will be built around the edge
of the atrium.
In response to student concerns
that Slavin lawn will be lost, Frazier
indicated that, in fact, the building
will only extend out to where the
concrete
had
already
been.
According to Frazier, concrete is
required by fire codes to exist in
front of Slavin and the fitness center
because people must be able to exit

MATT LONGOBARDI 'lofThe Cowl

Due to construction the main entrance of Slavin Center is closed. Students must
use alternate entrances until construction is completed in September.
the building and stand on a hard
surface in the event of an emer
gency. Consequently, Frazier said
that there will be a hard surface in
front of the new Slavin addition, but
that there will still be plenty of lawn
for outdoor activities. Frazier also
said that the area in front of the
Slavin addition may be equipped
with furniture and that wireless
Internet will be available.
"In terms of landscaping, we are
trying to balance open space with
shade, but we're still working on
that," said Frazier.
As for the trees that came down for
the construction, Frazier said that most
were swamp maples, which do not
have a long lifespan. He said that the
trees will be replaced. Also, he said
that construction workers are looking
to construct paths in a way that rain

will flow off of them.
"There will be many more opportu
nities and a significant increase in
hangout space," said Frazier. "There
will be no need to reserve space to
hang out anymore."
Sharon Hay, dean of Student
Programming and director of SAIL,
said that it will be "business as usual
for SAIL and McPhail's" during the
Slavin construction.
"Some spring activities typically
held on the Slavin lawn will need to be
relocated to other places on campus,
but we're confident we'll find alternate
locations," said Hay. "While the
entrances and exits have been impact
ed, people are quickly finding alter
nate ways to access the building and
attendance at evening events have not
been negatively impacted."
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Gaza Violence Wreaked for Weeks
by

Kieran Whelan '09

World Staff

Middle East: Gaza Strip
undreds of

H

Palestinians

living

in refugee camps throughout the
Gaza Strip have been killed, and thou
sands more have been wounded since
Israel launched a major military offen
sive against the militant Islamist group,
Hamas, that rules the Gaza Strip.
According to local medics, roughly
225 people were killed in Gaza City on
Saturday, Dec. 27, as Israel launched a
wave of air and missile attacks on vari
ous targets throughout the Gaza Strip.
In the days and weeks following the
outbreak, Israeli forces have targeted
tunnels running between Egypt and
Gaza, Hamas intelligence buildings, the
home of Hamas leader Ismail Haniya at
AFP
the Shati Refugee camp, and other naval Israel admitted on Friday, Jan. 23, that it deployed white phosphorus shells in its offensive on the Gaza Strip, the use of which
vessels at the Gaza City port.
is heavily regulated by international law. Some rights groups and foreign journalists claim they have found evidence it was
An Egyptian-brokered truce between used illegally in crowded civilian areas, but Israel insists all its munitions complied with the law.
Hamas and Israel, which was meant to
stop Hamas missiles from being fired be no peace as long as Hamas rules tered in refugee camps under the ruling eral ceasefire and an end to offensive
military operations in the Gaza Strip;
the Gaza Strip. Hamas has also ar Islamist group Hamas.
into Israel and to stop Israeli advances
The
military
outbreaks
that
have
oc

however,
more than 50 air strikes were
gued
that
there
will
be
no
peace
until
into Gaza, ceased on Friday, Dec. 19. Al
most immediately following the meet Israeli attacks cease, and the very im curred recently and over the past carried out in Gaza overnight, suppos
decades are the result of a constantbat edly ahead of the expected vote by Is
ing, dozens more rockets were launched portant Gaza-Israel cargo crossings
tle over the soil between Israel and rael's cabinet on a proposal for a
into southern Israel. According to Israeli are reopened.
Palestine. When Jewish settlers de ceasefire. Some U.N. officials have
sources, the government decided to
he Gaza Strip is a roughly 146clared the formation of the state of Is questioned whether or not a war crime
launch the offensive in response to the
square-mile strip of coastal land rael in 1948 after World War II, has been committed, as Israel did not
constant rocket fire from Gaza into
running along Israel's southwesternsurrounding
Arab
states
were deliver on the promised ceasefire.
southern Israel, arguing that thousands
These conditions again prompted the
border on the Mediterranean Sea and
prompted to invade, and the land that
of missiles have been fired since 2001.
on the border with Egypt. About 1.5
would have been the Palestinian Arab Hamas group to respond last weekend
In addition to the end of Palestinian
attacks, Israel has said that there will million Palestinians currently live scat state was occupied partially by Israel by sending 18 rockets into Israel, to
and partially by Egypt. Therefore, hun which Israel responded with more air
dreds of thousands of Palestinians fled strikes. According to the BBC, Hamas
Israel-controlled territories to refugee deputy chief Moussa Abou Marzouk
camps in the Egyptian-held Gaza Strip. then announced a one-week ceasefire,
Over the years, however, the Gaza Strip demanding that Israeli troops with
draw from the Gaza Strip.
haspassed into Israeli control.
The Gaza Strip is now under the rul
ing authority of Hamas, a group that
the United States, the European Union,
and Israel have all deemed a terrorist
What is important is
organization. Hamas believes that Is
rael still occupies Palestinian land, and
that there is today an
Is Israel justified in its military actions? Is Hamas?
the group has stated that one of its pri
international
coalition
mary goals is the destruction of the
state of Israel. The group has been
... Hamas will not be
linked to Iran's Islamic Revolutionary
allowed to rearm.
Guard Corps, and many of its members
carry
out
suicide
bombings
and
have
"Yes, I think that
been linked to various attacks on Israel.
Israeli Government Spokesman
both are justified
Israeli officials have launched an assas
Mark Regev
sination campaign against Hamas lead
in their actions, a
ership, killing its founder, Sheikh
never-ending battle
Ahmed Yassin in 2004. In 2007 Israel
launched a major incursion into the
over land that both
Gaza
Strip, arresting various Hamas
After more than three weeks of fight
believe is theirs."
leaders after an Israeli soldier had been ing, Israeli troops completed their with
captured by Palestinian militants.
drawal from Gaza early Wednesday,
Jan. 21, being redeployed on the
ccording to the BBC, on Thursperimeter of the war-torn area, where
day, Jan. 8, the United Nations Se approximately 1,300 Palestinians died.
curity Council approved a resolution
According to military officials, 13 Is
that demanded a cessation of hostilities; raelis and three civilians also died dur
however, both Israel and Hamas ig ing the offensive which lasted 22 days.
nored it. Israel continued its offensive,
Israel's foreign minister Tzipi Livni
Compiled By Kieran Whelan '09
as its army launched nearly 60 argued that Israel had achieved its ob
airstrikes overnight, targeting smug jectives in the war and had sent Iran a
gling tunnels, police sites, and weapons message that it would respond if at
storage facilities.
tacked Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Throughout last week, Israeli sol Olmert insisted that Israel would take
diers moved closer to taking Gaza City, Eart in reconstructing Gaza, but only if
as rockets and mortars were fired from
lamas did not lead the process.
"I think both the
Gaza into Southern Israel during the
On Thursday, Jan. 22, the BBC re
days
and
nights.
On
Thursday,
Jan.
15,
ported
that Palestinians in Gaza
Hamas group and
top Hamas leader Said Siyam was began to repair tunnels that are most
the Israelis have
killed, along with his son and his often used for smuggling in goods
brother, as Israeli tanks and troops from Egypt. According to sources, the
legitimate claims
moved deeper into Gaza City. In addi Israeli government believes that
for their actions."
tion, U.N. officials confirmed that two Hamas is trying to rearm. Mark
an
Israeli
government
children had been killed when Israeli Regev,
tank fire had hit a U.N. school where spokesman, said, "What is important
hundreds of children had taken shelter. is that there is today an international
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki- coalition: America, Europe, Arab gov
moon again met with various Israeli ernments will act in unison to prevent
leaders to promote a ceasefire as the Iranian rockets from reaching the
death toll in Gaza topped 1,100. On Gaza Strip, to prevent the smuggling
Saturday, Jan. 17, Israeli Prime Minis of weapons into Gaza. Hamas will not
ter Ehud Olmert announced a unilat be allowed to rearm."
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PRESIDENT OBAMA
Obama Sworn In As United States' 44th President
by

Brett Corrigan '09

Assistant World Editor
Barack H. Obama, the
44th President of the United States,
was officially sworn in minutes after
noon on Tuesday, Jan. 20.
The ceremonies began with the Pres
idential tradition of attending a morn
ing worship service, first begun by
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, accord
ing to the White House.
Outgoing President George W.
Bush then accompanied the Presi
dent-elect to the Capitol for the
swearing-in ceremony.
The ceremony, which began draw
ing crowds as early as 4:00 a.m.,
started with the Call to Order and
Welcoming Remarks by Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-CA). "We gather to etch
another line in the solid stone of his
tory... they will look back and remem
ber that this was the moment when
Chief Justice John Roberts administers the Oath of Office to President Obama
the dream that once echoed across his
tory from the steps of the Lincoln Me
small village where my father was
get to their ticketed sections.. .many of
morial finally reached the walls of the
born, know that America is a friend
the problems appeared to have been
White House," Feinstein said.
of each nation, and every man,
due to the unprecedented crowds and
An invocation was then lead by Dr.
woman, and child who seeks a future
a huge flow of unticketed people to
Rick Warren followed by the singing
of peace and dignity. And we are ward the U.S. Capitol."
of "My Country, Tis of Thee" by
ready to lead once more."
Fifty-eight security agencies collabo
Aretha Franklin.
Following his speech, a poem was
rated to ensure a secure inauguration.
read by Yale professor Elizabeth
Following the inaugural address,
Alexander. The benediction was then outgoing President Bush and former
lead by the Reverend Dr. Joseph E.
First Lady Laura Bush were seen off
Lowery.
by President Obama on the west
They will look back and
"The 56th Inaugural Swearing-in front of the U.S. Capitol.
remember that this was
Ceremony was the largest event in
An Inaugural Luncheon followed
the moment when the
Washington, D.C. history," said a at the U.S. Capitol for the new Presi
statement from the Joint Congres
dent and Vice President.
dream that once echoed
sional Committee on Inaugural Cere
Just after 2:00 p.m., President Obama,
across history from the
monies. The statement went on to
in his first official act since the Oath, is
express "regrets that some ticket hold sued a proclamation "calling on Ameri
steps of the Lincoln
ers to the ceremonies were not able to
cans to serve one another and our
Memorial finally
resident

P

reached the walls of
the White House.

common purpose on this National Day
of Renewal and Reconciliation." Later in
the day, over 90 groups, a total of 13,000
participants, marched in the Inaugural
Parade in which the President and the
First Lady exited their car and walked
the parade route multiple times.
Finally, the day ended with a string
of inaugural balls. Both of the Oba
mas and Vice President Joe Biden and
his wife Jill attended 10 in all. Accord
ing to The New York Times, the two
couples split up, attending the balls
which were strewn across D.C., from
Union Station to the Walter E. Wash
ington Convention Center down
town, to the Washington Hilton in
Dupont Circle.
The first stop for the Obamas was the
Neighborhood Ball, during which Pres
ident and Mrs. Obama danced to "At
Last" as they were serenaded by
recording artist Beyonce. The new First
Lady, Michelle Obama, debuted her
long-awaited choice of a white chiffon
one-shoulder by up-and-coming de
signer, Jason Wu.
The inauguration was easily the
most-watched in presidential his
tory, from the estimated 1.5 million
people lined up from the Capitol to
the Washington Monument in D.C.
to the millions who were glued to
their desks at work watching live
videos online. Internet use in the
U.S. broke a new record at the start
of the President's speech.
According to CNN, the site recorded
more than 21.3 million video streams in
a span of nine hours, easily surpassing
the 5.3 million streams throughout all
of Election Day. Others, however, were
forced to turn back to the TV, as the
high demand for video crowded
servers and left some Web sites unable
to keep up.

Obama Sets Tone in First Days

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.)

by

Mary Kate Nevin '09

World Editor
Vice President-elect Joe Biden was
then sworn into office by Associate Jus
tice of the Supreme Court John Paul
Stevens, followed by a musical selection.
President-elect Obama then took
the Oath of Office, using President
Lincoln's Inaugural Bible, adminis
tered by Supreme Court Chief Justice
John G. Roberts, Jr.
The oath, however, was readminis
tered on Wednesday, "out of an abun
dance of caution," White House
counsel Greg Craig told The Washing
ton Post. The second oath was admin
istered due to a mistake by Roberts
during the inauguration, who dictated
a part of the oath as "that I will execute
the office of President to the United
States faithfully," rather than the cor
rect phrasing/I do solemnly swear
that I will faithfully execute the office
of president of the United States."
Following the oath, now-President
Obama began his inaugural address,
"My fellow citizens: I stand here today
humbled by the task before us, grateful
for the trust you've bestowed, mindful
of the sacrifices borne by our ances
tors." Obama thanked President Bush
for his service and cooperation in the
transition of power.
Obama then immediately acknowl
edged the financial crisis and the terror
threats at hand, reminding Americans,
"Less measurable, but no less pro
found is a sapping of confidence across
our land; a nagging fear that America's
decline is inevitable, that the next gen
eration must lower its sights."
Obama's speech carried a tone of re
solve, with which he remarked, "As for
our common defense, we reject as false
the choice between our safety and our
ideals.. .And so, to all the other peoples
and governments who are watching
today, from the grandest capitals to the

n the week that has passed since

I

President Obama took the oath of of
fice, his administration has moved
swiftly to address a number of items
on its ambitious agenda.
Obama, posting a 69 percent job ap
proval rating in tne latest Gallup Poll
Daily update, ranks near the top of the
ist of presidents elected after World
War II. This strong start has primarily
been spent reversing the policies of his
predecessor, George W. Bush.
Less than 12 hours after his inaugu
ration, Obama took the vital first step
toward closing the U.S. detention cen
ter at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, by halt
ing all military tribunals at the camp.
He supplemented this on Thursday,
Jan. 22, with executive orders closing
the network of secret overseas prisons
operated by the Central Intelligence
Agency, banning coercive interrogation
methods, and closing Guantanamo en
tirely within a year, according to The
New York Times.
Saying that "our ideals give us the
strength and moral high ground" in
the fight against terrorism, he also or
dered a cabinet-level review of some of
the most controversial questions con
cerning the U.S.'s conduct in the war
against terror, such as determining
what to do with detainees who cannot
be tried in American courts. He also
promised to send up to 30,000 more
troops to Afghanistan and to crack
down on militants in Pakistan, calling
these two nations the "central front in
our enduring struggle against terrorism
and extremism."
But the fight against terrorism is not
the only foreign-policy concern of the
new administration. In addition to the
wars Obama's team inherits in Iraq and
Afghanistan, challenges also loom else
where in the Middle East and South

The White House

President Obama gets right down to business in the Oval Office on Wednesday, Jan.21.
Asia, and humanitarian crises continue
in the Congo, Zimbabwe, and Sudan.
He reached out first to the Muslim
world, giving his first formal interview
to Al-Arabiya, an Arab news channel.
"My job to the Muslim world is to
communicate that the Americans are
not your enemy," Obama told the net
work. "We sometimes make mistakes.
We have not been perfect... I think the
most important thing is for the United
States to get engaged right away."

On Wednesday, Jan. 28, the House of
Representatives passed the $819 billion
package by a margin of 244 votes to 188.
Obama met with congressional Repub
licans this week to attempt to gamer bi
partisan support, but no Republicans
backed the plan due to its high costs.
Obama urged Congress after the
vote not to "drag our feet or allow the
same partisan differences to get in our
way," and the bill, which Obama hopes
to sign into law by next month, must
now be approved by the Senate.
omestically, Obama has taken
Though the economy has been his
strides toward implementing his primary domestic focus, Obama has
stimulus plan to address the economic
also reversed a policy prohibiting
crisis. The plan, he and other party funds for international clinics provid
leaders assert, will "save or create over ing abortions or abortion information,
three million U.S. jobs and provide frozen the salaries of government em
most Americans with tax cuts," accord ployees making over $100,000 a year,
ing to the Council on Foreign Relations. and mandated new limits on lobbyists.
Long term the plan seeks to "stimulate As Obama moves into the second week
vitalsectors of the economy such as en of his presidency, he is expected to ad
ergy and health care, making U.S. firms dress even more of the country's most
pressing concerns.
more competitive internationally."

D

World

Page 8

Zimbabwe Crisis Continues
manding [are] essential pillars to the
formation of an inclusive government."
The last time the current government
and the opposition met, talks ended in a
stalemate because the current govern
Africa: Zimbabwe
ment was unwilling to cede certain key
ministries to the opposition. Sources re
ported Mugabe was unwilling to give
N THE PAST YEAR, "HOPE" SEEMS TO
up these ministries unless the opposi
have emerged as the theme for many
people in the world. But for millions in tion promised not to investigate past
Zimbabwe, "hope" is nothing but an government affairs. The one key min
other word in the foreign, English lan istry the opposition was given control of
guage as they face imminent death via was the Finance Ministry; this came
with the stipulation that they did not in
starvation, disease, or both.
Meanwhile, the current government, vestigate past government expenditures.
This past Monday, the SADC, South
led by Robert Mugabe (since 1980), and
the opposition (MDC-Movement for ern African Development Committee,
Democratic Change), led by Morgan gathered in Johannesburg, South Africa
Tsvangirai, remain at a stand-still in in an attempt to revive these seemingly
their power-sharing talks that officially impossible negotiations. Coming into
the talks, Mugabe's government vowed
began in September 2008.
To add to the mounting economic to form a government unilaterally if no
woes, scarce food, and declining health progress came out of the meeting. Un
care standards, Zimbabwe now faces a fortunately, the meetings came to no
cholera outbreak. According to the avail. "We are worlds apart. If we were
World Health Organization, nearly [inches] apart we are now miles apart,"
50,000 people have been infected with the official from the Movement for
cholera. The U.N. has reported 2,755 Democratic Change told Reuters.
Recently, the E.U. has taken a hard
deaths from the disease, a 20 percent in
line with the Zimbabwean government.
crease since two weeks ago.
What's worse, the outbreak has be According to VOA News, the European
come nearly impossible for health Union extended travel and financial
workers to combat. The disease is no sanctions to another 26 officials and 36
longer contained to urban areas; it has companies associated with Mugabe.
begun to spread to the rural areas The EU foreign minister condemned
where healthcare is even scarcer. With Mugabe's government for not address
the rainy season approaching and clean ing the basic economic and social needs
water sources becoming harder to find, of nis people.
Since the advent of this entire deba
aid workers warn the number of cases
cle, the EU has been one of the only
will increase.
Opposition leader Morgan Tsvangi Western powers that has expressed out
rai has criticized the government's han rage over the situation in Zimbabwe
dling of the situation saying, "Cholera ana taken action against Mugabe's gov
is a man-made crisis; it shouldn't hap ernment. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
pen . . . The problem we have is cou Clinton has also stated that she is "very
pled with the effect of negligence on the concerned" about the situation in Zim
part of government to provide the nec babwe. President Barack Obama has
essary facilities . . . Forming a govern continued the Bush administration's
ment which is functional can respond policy by asking regional powers to
to some of the problems which people contribute to diplomatic efforts.
As talks continue to crumble, and the
are facing. As the imperatives of the po
litical reality dawn on ZANU-PF, we inflation rate, at 231 million percent,
will form this government when they continues to increase, Zimbaoweans
have considered that what we are de can only dream of having hope.
by
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Soundbite of the week

Victoria Ngare '12

World Staff

"If I had been
watching from
the treadmill, I
probably
would have
fallen off."

I

WireImage

- OPRAH WINFREY, upon hearing that Illinois Governor
Rod Blagojevich considered appointing her to Barack
Obama's vacant U.S. Senate seat.

Friar FINANCE
By Michael Lepri
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World Staff

Madoff Nabbed in Alleged Ponzi Scheme
ernard

B

Madoff

was caught

in December running an alleged
Ponzi scheme that cheated investors
out of $50 billion. Madoff is now under
investigation and is also under house
arrest in his New York apartment
pending a bail hearing.
Ponzi schemes derive their name
from Charles Ponzi, who defrauded in
vestors in the 1920s by paying out early
investors with money received from
those that invested later on. This is also
known as "robbing Peter to pay Paul."
Charles Ponzi, 1920
Mitchell Zuckoff, the author of the began giving early investors in the
book Ponzi Scheme, said that Ponzi was company their 50 percent return using
"like a magician who focuses his audi new investors' money.
ence's attention on one hand" while
Madoff supposedly confessed to
pulling rabbits with the other. Ponzi was having orchestrated a similar scheme,
aware that his possible investors were and like Ponzi, used his charm and
more interested in the promised results personality to attract potential in
than the details of his transactions.
vestors Plus, Madoff was the former
Ponzi's method of attracting investors chairman of the Nasdaq stock ex
change, which gave his operation more
involved a strategy of trading interna
credibility. According to U.K. news
tional reply coupons. These coupons al
lowed those sending mail internationally publication The Daily Telegraph, Madoff
"moved in some of the best social cir
to include the cost of the postage to reply
without sending money mat would have cles in New York. He worked the best
to be exchanged. Ponzi planned on taking country clubs. He was utterly charm
ing. He was a master at meeting people
advantage of the differing postal rates by
purchasing coupons in a country with and creating this aura. People looked
cheap postage and exchanging them in a at him as a superhero."
country with more expensive postage.
Madoff's approach was different
Ponzi opened his Securities Ex than Ponzis as he planned on using
change Company in Boston and was his already-established brokerage
promising new investors a return of 50 house to facilitate it. His plan used
percent in 45 days without having fig split-strike or collar trading which in
ured out how to successfully buy and volves using options and puts to pro
sell the international reply coupons.
tect one s investment in stocks.
He eventually gave up on the idea and
This works by buying a stock at a

certain price (X) then selling a call op
tion (Y) at a price above X and finally
purchasing a put option (Z) at a price
below X. A call option allows the buyer
to pay a small premium in order to buy
an agreed quantity of a financial instru
ment at a certain time and price. A put
option is the exact opposite in that it al
lows the buyer to sell an arranged
quantity of a financial instrument at a
certain time and price.
Collar trading essentially allows
one to protect his investment from
major losses but also miss out on
major gains. According to Jon Najarian, options expert and co
founder of OptionMonster, "at best
Madoff would have generated five
percent or six percent annual re
turns. Factoring in the costs associ
ated with the strategy, Madoff
likely broke even at best."
Ponzi and Madoff both planned on
using legal means to give their in
vestors large returns but both of their
plans fell apart.

Clarence Barron, known as the
founder of modern financial journal
ism, was hired by The Boston Post to in
vestigate Ponzi and found that there
were not enough international reply
coupons available to create the types of
returns Ponzi needed to satisfy nis in
vestors. Ironically, Barron's magazine,
named after Clarence Barron, ran an ar
ticle questioning the consistent returns
Madoff was getting back in 2001.
According to The Los Angles Times,
Madoff made no promises like Ponzi's
but had consistent returns of about 11
percent annually without ever suffering
an annual loss. This is extremely rare for
hedge funds, which normally take large
risks and although most produce similar
returns, all have unsuccessful years.
Ponzi's scheme lasted a little under
one year and although it is still unknown
when Madoff's scheme actually began,
its duration is estimated to be much
longer, possibly two decades. Harry
Markopolos, an independent investiga
tor, sent the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) a 17-page statement
in 1995: "The World's Largest Hedge
Fund Is a Fraud" because he knew Mad
off's success was unreasonable.
Madoff somehow survived several
investigations and audits over the
years, bringing into question the effec
tiveness of regulatory oversight. Mad
off was only caught because investors
were pulling out their money in a
struggling economy. When he was un
able to pay them, he had no choice but
to turn himself in.
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The Americas

Europe

UNITED STATES: Clinton's Senate Seat Replaced

ICELAND: Government Collapses in Wake
of Economic Meltdown

Earlier this week Caroline Kennedy, daughter of
Former President John F Kennedy, withdrew from
consideration as a replacement for Hillary Rodham
Clinton's New York Senate seat, only two months after
she announced that she would be in the Senate bid.
In a statement released hours after the news broke,
Kennedy said, "I informed Governor Paterson today
that for personal reasons I am withdrawing my name
from consideration for the United States Senate."
Now, New York Governor David Paterson has ap
pointed Congresswoman Kristen Gillibrand to fill
the vacant seat. The replacement was needed after
Clinton was named as President Barack Obama's
Secretary of State.
Gillibrand is a Democrat and represents a conser
vative congressional district in upstate New York.
Her support for gunowners' rights places her on the
right wing of the party. She will serve in the senate
until 2010, when there will be a special election to
fill the seat for the final two years of the Senate term.

UNITED STATES: Vatican Not Pleased With
U.S. Abortion Move
On Friday, Jan. 23, President Obama ended a ban
on giving U.S. federal money to international groups
that perform abortions or provide information about
them. The Vatican has condemned President
Obama's move to restore U.S. funding for family
planning clinics abroad.
According to BBC News, in an interview pub
lished in an Italian newspaper on Saturday, senior
Vatican official Monsignor Rino Fisichella urged
Obama to listen to all the voices in America without
"the arrogance of those who, being in power, believe
they can decide of life and death." Fisichella, who
heads the Vatican's Pontifical Academy for Life, con
tinued to state that, "If this is one of President
Obama's first acts, I have to say, in all due respect,
that we're heading quickly toward disappointment."
Critics of the ban believe that it hurt some of the
poorest people in the world by denying money to
groups that might support abortion. Evangelical
Protestant groups in tne U.S. are now even more
concerned about the lessening of the legal limits of
abortion. The ban was first introduced in 1984 by
President Ronald Reagan, rescinded by President
Bill Clinton, and then reinstated by President
George W. Bush in 2001.

CUBA: Castro Watches Inauguration
According to CNN, Fidel Castro not only watched
the inauguration of President Barack Obama on tel
evision, but did so with great approval.
Argentine President Cristina Fernandez de Kirch
ner, who met with Castro, stated that Castro said he
believes Obama is "a sincere person with good ideas".
The 82-year-old former leader also noted that
Obama is the 11th U.S. president to hold office
since the communist revolution that brought him
to power in 1959. Additionally, he said he had
"no doubt" of Obama's integrity, but also alluded
that his noble intentions leave questions unan
swered. For example, he questioned, "How could
a wasteful and very consuming system preserve
the environment?"
Castro has not been seen in public since transfer
ring power to his brother in 2006, and thus his view
ing of the inauguration may disprove widespread
speculation that he had died or fallen very ill.
COLOMBIA: Rebels Set to Free Hostages
Colombia's primary leftist rebel group, the FARC,
plans to release several high-profile hostages this
Sunday, according to a prominent politician.
Senator Piedad Cordoba told reporters she had
been given exact coordinates for the release, which
the International Committee of the Red Cross and
Brazil are both helping to coordinate. Cordoba
helped negotiate a previous release as well.
FARC is believed to be holding 28 political
hostages, including two local politicians ana four se
curity force members.

BOLIVIA: Nation Declares Health Emergency
Bolivian officials have declared a health emer
gency after three deaths attributed to dengue hem
orrhagic fever have occurred.
The declaration of emergency comes after 12 un
confirmed instances of dengue hemorrhagic fever
were reported in the first 17 days of 2009 according
to CNN. Additionally, about 250 cases of dengue
fever, the milder form of the disease, have been con
firmed in the past two weeks.
According to officials, authorities have committed
more than 20,000 military personnel and 2.5 tons of
insecticide to combat the disease. The World Health
Organization states that dengue occurs in tropical
and subtropical parts of the world and is transmitted
by the bite of a mosquito infected with one of four
dengue viruses. Therefore, it is not transmitted di
rectly from one person to another.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
estimate that there are up to 100 million cases world
wide each year, and this number has only been in
creasing as a result of population growth.

by Mary Kate Nevin '09,
Jenny Arvanaghi '10 and
Mackenzie Mango '10

Middle East
IRAQ: Obama's Inauguration Empowers

Iceland's coalition government dissolved on
Monday, Jan. 26, after its banks failed, currency
plummeted, and unemployment skyrocketed in the
wake of the global economic crisis.
Geir Haarde, the outgoing prime minister, an
nounced that he will not contest the decision. The
country's next leader will be 66-year-old Johanna Sigurdardottir, Iceland's openly gay social affairs min
ister. Both parties forming tne new coalition support
her appointment, and she will act as interim prime
minister until elections are held in May.

AUSTRIA: Date Set for Fritzl Trial
Josef Fritzl, the Austrian man accused of keep
ing his daughter in a cellar for decades and father
ing her seven children, will go on trial beginning
March, according to CNN.
Fritzl, 73, was charged in November with incest
and the repeated rape of his daughter, Elisabeth,
over a period of 24 years, as well as the murder of
one of the children he fathered. The child is believed
to have died shortly after birth due to a lack of med
ical care. Other charges include involvement in slave
trade such as rape and deprivation of liberty.
Fritzl has already confessed to police that he raped
Elisabeth, and burned the body of her dead infant in
an oven in the house. Elisabeth told police the infant
was a twin who had died a few days after birth.
Under Austrian law, if Fritzl is convicted on several
offences, he will be given the sentence linked to the
worst crime, and faces life in prison.

Black Minority Groups
The impact of the recent inauguration of
Barack Obama is not only being felt in the
United States, but overseas in Iraq as well.
According to CNN, Iraqis of African descent
are routinely called "slaves" by the majority, no
matter their professions. This term is used in a
derogatory manner to stigmatize these citizens.
Jalal Thiyab Thijeel, general secretary of
the "Movement of Free Iraqis," believes that
Barack Obama is a model to follow.
"Now we, the dark-skinned people, feel
even closer to the American people because
Obama is one of us," he stated. The party
wants the government to recognize blacks as
an official minority in Iraq. They see this as
essential, because power in Iraq is appor
tioned along ethnic and religious lines.
Thijeel's organization estimates there are
approximately two million black Iraqis,
many of whom reside in the southern city of
Basra. Their history dates back 1,000 years to
the time when Africans were brought as
slaves to the south of Iraq and forced to drain
marshes and build the city from the ground
up. Thijeel acknowledged that a change was
occurring in international politics, noting that
"Obama won, and not that long ago, in his
country, black people were marginalized, so
this event has snattered all barriers."

RUSSIA: Activists' Murders Still Unsolved
According to officials, Russian investigators have
no suspects in Monday's killings of well-known
human rights lawyer Stanislav Markelov, 34, and
journalist Anastasia Baburova, 25, despite extensive
efforts to find the gunman.
Surveillance cameras recorded the murders but
investigators could not make out the killer's iden
tity, stated Moscow Police Chief Vladimir Pronin.
Although they were able to determine that he has a
slim build, no witnesses saw the killer. Addition
ally, his race cannot be determined because he wore
a cap over his eyes.
The killings occurred in broad daylight in cen
tral Moscow, and the killer allegedly fired at the
individuals from behind. Mourners all across
Russia are expressing outrage toward the killings
and demanding justice for the pair.

Asia

Africa

SRI LANKA: Government Reclaims

ETHIOPIA: Government Withdraws

Rebel-Held Province
In Sri Lanka, troops have captured the
last Tamil Tiger rebel stronghold of Mullaitivu in the northeast region of the island
after a month of fighting. The government
has vowed to defeat the rebels who have
been fighting for the past 25 years for a
separate homeland.
The capture of Mullaitivu is a great victory
that will most likely alleviate the conflict.
According to the military, Tamil Tiger rebels
blasted through the walls of a reservoir on
Saturday in an attempt to delay the advanc
ing troops. This was unsuccessful, however,
and the loss of this major area deprives the
rebels of a crucial military base.
In recent months, the government has won
a series of military victories against the rebels
in the region, including the capture of the
rebels' de facto capitol of Kilinochchi. Even
with these strong advances, the rebels con
tinue to fight from secret jungle bases. As a
result, the military has designated a safe zone
for civilians.
The fighting has intensified, and aid agen
cies have great concern for the safety of the
250,000 civilians reportedly trapped inside
the conflict zones. According to the BBC, the
International Committee of the Red Cross
and the United Nations have officially
named it a humanitarian crisis, although Sri
Lanka's government has denied this charac
terization. The fighting has to end with not
only the capture of territory, but with a polit
ical solution for lasting peace.

Troops From Somalia
After two years of fighting Islamist insurgents in
Somalia, Ethiopia finally agreed to remove its
3,000-member army.
The discord between the two groups is over the
Islamists and other militia who have won back
much of the land lost to the Ethiopians in 2006.
Other countries now worry about the stability of
Somalia, which has not had an effective national
government since 1991. About 3,400 African Union
peacekeepers are taking up positions in Somalia
that are now vacated by the Ethiopians in order to
prevent further instability.
According to Ethiopian Information Minister
Bereket Simon, the extremists also known as alShabaab had been so weakened they were no
longer an effective force. He believes a recent sui
cide attack was proof that the organization had
"turned into a small terrorist group who cannot at
tain their goals in a democratic, peaceful, and civi
lized way."

INDIA: Prime Minister Out ofIntensive Care
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
has been moved out of intensive care at a
Delhi hospital after undergoing heart bypass
surgery this weekend.
According to the BBC, the 76-year-old
prime minister is making a "speedy recov
ery" and should resume some official duties
within two to four weeks.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO:
Violence Continues Despite Nkunda's Arrest
Nine Hutu tribal fighters and several Rwandan
and Congolese troops were recently killed in eastern
Congo. Congolese soldiers are fighting alongside at
least 3,500 Rwandan soldiers to disarm the Demo
cratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda. The two
governments have formed an unprecedented part
nership to combat ethnic violence in the area.
The fighting against the Hutus in the Lubero re
gion occurred only a day after Congolese rebel
leader Laurent Nkunda, of the rival Tutsi ethnic
group, was arrested by Rwandan authorities.
Lubero is located about 124 miles northeast of
Goma, the regional capital.
Nkunda's arrest early Friday raised hopes for
peace in the war-ravaged region. International ob
servers hope it will lead the roughly 1,500 fighters
that follow him to join with government forces.
Fighting in this region has been going on since the
1990s when hundreds of thousands of Rwandans
were killed in ethnic battles between minority Tutsi
and majority Hutu.
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Grab That
Venti: Coffee
May Be Good

I'm Tired of Using Technology
Jeremiah Begley '10 explores whether or not we're better off with all these gadgets
Begley '10
Commentary Staff

by Jeremiah

Andrew Sparks '09
Commentary Staff

by

As a self-diagnosed coffee addict, I
take heart in a new study which shows
a
possible
decreased
risk
of
Alzheimer's, dementia, and Parkinson's
disease in those who consume between three and
SOCIETY
five cups of coffee a day.
As The New York Times
reported last week, a team of
researchers from the coffee-happy
countries of Denmark and Sweden kept
tabs on 1,409 middle-aged coffee
drinkers for 21 years and found that
they were 65 percent less likely to have
developed dementia than those who
drank two or fewer cups a day.
What interested me most about
this story is that it reaffirms a trend
I've noticed in scientific research
concerning our diets. For example, a
few years ago we were warned
against drinking coffee since it raises
heart rates and may have been linked
to increased chances of heart prob
lems. However, later on scientists
praised coffee as having more
antioxidants than most other foods,
which is great news for our overall
health. Now we learn that drinking
coffee could keep us in a good state
of mental health. So what are we to
make of all this flip-flopping?
Well, the research about coffee is
only a small example of the constant
contradictions that scientists claim
about what is healthy and what is not.
I still remember the "eggs" campaign
from when I was a child. First they
told us that the more you eat, the bet
ter. But then findings about cholesterol
made them taboo. Now we're told that
they're good in moderation. Same
thing with the old food pyramid —the
carbs that everyone now eyes suspi
ciously were once the foundation of
the recommended diet. My advice?
Don't worry about it! In fact, probably
the worst thing we could do is hop on
one dietary bandwagon only to tear
our hair out when later we are told
that we've been doing it all wrong.
It seems strange to me that so many
people should make things so compli
cated when it comes to health, diet,
and exercise. Think about it—our
predecessors lived long, happy,
healthy and (for the most part) skinny
lives up until about fifty years ago.
And they did all of this without wor
rying too much about what they were
eating. The key is enjoying what you
eat, and eating only what you really
need. So don't agonize over that pizza
or that late-night Snickers; if you real
ly need it then eat it and enjoy it.
However, if you don't need it, set it
down. The demands and crazy sched
ules of undergrad life do take their
tolls on our eating habits, but if we
really listen to common sense we
should be okay.
So as more and more scientific stud
ies and books roll off the press telling
us the virtues and vices of everything
we eat, we should carefully regard
each study, but also remind ourselves
that diets which would have us bend
over backwards to eat "right" are
probably not healthy and will
inevitably be contradicted before too
long. So go ahead, grab that extra cof
fee, enjoy it and savor it—it's the only
thing we can do to stop ourselves from
going crazy over what to eat or not eat.

CULTURAL
It is a view widely acknowledged to
be true that any technology providing
a hitherto unrealized capability must
be a source of human freedom. That is
to say, the undeniably astounding
advances made by scientists and engi
neers through the centuries have had a
profoundly liberating effect on us as
members of the human race. We have
been granted freedom from the
scourge of many infectious diseases,
freedom from the toil of planting and
harvesting crops by hand, freedom
from the constraints of geographic
space, and freedom from the scarcity
and expense of thousands of commer
cial goods.
Most recently, and more than any
civilization in the history of the world,
we have been treated to a vast array of
attempts to free us from our boredom.
At the risk of sounding like a cantan
kerous old geezer (a risk I take with
ever-increasing frequency), I would
term our American non-culture a
"Wilderness of Gadgets." In this
wilderness, we are promised utterly
limitless entertainment options no
longer constrained by a lack of portabil
ity. The freedom from boredom afford
ed by movies, television, video games,
digital communication and the Internet
can now leave the living room and be
enjoyed anytime, anywhere. The year is
2009, and everyone is finally interested.

Unfortunately, these developments
in consumer technology do not so
much create freedom as take it away.
We see this most immediately in the
form of that paradigm of our young
century, the Blackberry. By means of
this device, thousands of businesspeo
ple have been made accountable for
their work e-mails every hour of every
day, from Pawtucket to Pyongyang, ih
this case, "wireless technology" simply
means that the shackles are invisible to
the naked eye. Thousands of eager
young professionals have learned too
late the wisdom of Laocoon: "I fear
CEOs, even bearing gifts."

GRAPHIC BY JOHN VAGHI ’10

I met a young man of 13 this winter
who, as of January 5, had logged over
100 hours on Xbox Live since
Christmas. Perhaps some of you read
ers can boast higher levels of dedica
tion; honestly, I do not want to know.
The point is, my young friend Andrew
was so freed by his console that he did
virtually nothing else for an entire twoweek period. In the absence of speci

fied
scholastic
obligations,
he
answered the Call of Duty in a decid
edly different sense. The conjoined
boxes of pulsating light had not so
much liberated him as swallowed his
existing freedom whole.
The worst part of it is, even as our
gadgets satiate our ennui, they increase
our propensity to boredom even more.
As one becomes immersed in the evermore-clearly visible landscapes and
clearly-defined objectives of video
games of all kinds (as another middle
school student told me when I chas
tised her class for playing too much
Xbox: "It's OK, I have a PlayStation 3."
Not quite), one's imagination begins to
atrophy. There is no need to invent fan
tastic adventures and mysterious king
doms when such things can be pur
chased for only $49.95 a pop. Thus, as
one fights boredom at the cost of one's
imagination, the boredom simply
grows back, multiplying in strength
like the heads of a Hydra.
People espousing views like mine on
this subject are often accused of being
either Luddites or hypocrites, of har
boring an irrational hatred of technolo
gy or, indeed, of not harboring a hatred
of technology, as evidenced by the fact
that critics of technology criticize via
computer. This opposed but related
criticisms miss the point: The great
danger of gadgets is precisely that they
are so appealing, that even those striv
ing for virtue are solely tempted to
squander the little time given to us on
earth by using it. I am just as suscepti
ble to the siren song of the television as
the next guy, and perhaps even more
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I Say: Get Over That's What She Said
by

Michael Pettinari '09

Commentary Staff
CULTURAL
I hope that all you out there in
Friartown had a restful and enjoy
able semester break. I did; I got to
catch up with some friends at home,
but more importantly, I got to catch
up on all of the television that I
missed during the semester when I
was doing my work. I promise, I was
doing my work.
While we are on the subject of tele
vision, I would like to take this oppor
tunity to address the campus on an
issue that I find will be the most com
plicated challenge that newly inaugu
rated President Obama will have to
face. One thing that has really gotten
to me is the number of people who
think they are, in reality, Michael
Scott. No, you read right, Michael
Scott from The Office.

That's what she said.
Who out there is ready to punch the
next person that says, "That's what she
said," in the face? If I'm alone, I'll eat
my—no. I refuse. I will not write any
thing that could be in any way, shape or
form, associated with any "That's what
she said," business. Sure, it's funny. The
first hundred times you hear it. And
yeah, it will get you that laugh with the
attractive girl who sits in front of you in
class, because, let's be real, who doesn't

watch The Office? I will prove it to you.
Yes, by the time you're done reading
this, I will leave you so breathlessly
convinced to stop using the phrase that
you will want a cigarette.
I'm begging you people: Stop say
ing, "That's what she said." The joke
is old and annoying and its tired from
being ridden all around. I promise
you that once you try it, you'll ask
yourself why you ever said such a
silly catch phrase. Its hard, I know,
but it's worth it. You will realize that
once you are "That's what she said,"less, you will have plenty of time to
think, time to think long and hard.
We get it. The Office is like, your
number one most favorite show ever.
Family Matters was a great show too.
But to be honest, you don't hear any
one asking, "Did I do that?" (like that
geeky Urkel) anymore. Full House
was another classic show, but people
stopped saying "Cut. It. Out," like
two years after Dave Coulier's hair
fell. Even Stephanie had a catch
phrase, and she was by far the least
talented on the show. "How rude,"
she used to blurt out. (I'm sure you
all remember.) But look where say
ing that got her. That's right:
Addicted to drugs and the sort. How
rude indeed, Stephanie.
While I'm sure you would never let
this kind of travesty happen to The
Office, we should start thinking about
where "That's what she said," will
end up. You see, my hope is that it
ends up in the trash bin with the other
catch phrases of television history.
Right next to, "Whatchu talkin' about
Willis," and/or, "Holy_____ , Batman!"
People used to say "Whatchu talkin'
about Willis" all the time back in the

'70s and '80s, and I'm sure they
annoyed people too.
Look, The Office is a great show. It
is by far one of the best shows on tel
evision now. "That's what she said,"
is even a great catch phrase. But
when my professors start to use it
then we know something's up. It's
dry from overuse. It just isn't that
funny anymore. I want you guys out
there to seriously think about how
many times a day you say "That's
what she said." You can get hurt
from overworking it, you know. I'm
going to go out on a limb and say
that if you are using "That's what she
said" in daily normal conversation
three or more times a day, something
is wrong and you should go get
checked out by a doctor.
I don't even know how it caught on.
I saw it in one episode and then BAM,
1 heard it everywhere. It was kind of
like *NSYNC after their, "Bye, Bye
Bye," video. Nothing should be that
big. (Like, freakishly out of control
big.) And the Backstreet Boys thought
they had it right with "Larger Than
Life." Boy, were they mistaken.
Anyway, I know what I write won't
persuade you or even dissuade you
for that matter. But I hope what I am
saying sinks into your heads. "That's
what she said" is funny. But it's funny
in moderation. I don't need the lunch
lady throwing up a gun, winking, and
making a clicking noise, after I say, "I
have no energy after last night." First
of all, I wasn't even talking to you,
Fran, and secondly, I could have been
really sick last night.
For the record though, I was with
her. And yes, she did in fact say that.
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Obama's Speech Was
www.TheCowl.com Hopeful and Realistic
The Real World Shapes

Teen Personalities
by Jenn DiPirro '12
Commentary Staff

I was tragically bored for the duration
of our five-week-break. On the nights
that my friends from home and I decided
to stay in and be lame I would spend
hours on Facebook. It got
embarrassing, to say the
SOCIETY
least. However, on such
nights that I stayed on that
mind-numbing site until 4:00 a.m., I
made some pretty keen observations
about my peers. The next time that you
are completely bored out of your mind I
highly recommend that you go to a
friend's profile, select info, scroll down to
a category such as "movies," and then
dick on any random title. You will be
amazed to see the diverse group of peo
ple who like the same exact film. Picture
this: The homecoming queen and the kid
who used to give you the weird "blowup-the-school-vibe," both love the movie
Cruel Intentions. What a strange world we
live in.
See, for whatever reason people
assume that two seemingly opposites
will never have any overlapping charac
ter traits. If this is a topic that interests
you as much as it interests me I suggest
that you check out the book Sex, Drugs,
and Cocoa Puffs by Chuck Klosterman
who is a senior writer at Spin magazine
and a columnist for Esquire. In one chap
ter of this book titled "What Happens
When People Stop Being Polite,"
Klosterman talks about the tendency of
Americans to view themselves and other
individuals as a confined archetype with
no space for multi-dimension. He blames
this view on The Real World.

Whether you I ike it
or not folks, society
places you into one of
those roles.
This idea at first seems completely
cynical and essentially impossible to
accept, but I guess I might be guilty of
being "emo," because I buy it.
"Technically, these people were com
pletely different every year," Klosterman

writes, "but they were also exactly the
same. And pretty soon it became clear
that the producers of The Real World
weren't sampling the youth of
America—they were unintentionally cre
ating it. By now, everyone I know is one
of seven defined strangers, inevitably
hoping to represent a predefined demo
graphic and always failing horribly."
What defines us? Is it our appearance?
Our personality? Our beliefs? Our inter
ests? As Anthony Michael Hall's charac
ter proposed in The Breakfast Club, "You
see us as you want to see us.. .In the sim
plest terms and the most convenient def
initions. But what we found out is that
each one of us is a brain, an athlete, a bas
ket case, a princess, and a criminal."
Whether you like it or not folks, socie
ty places you into one of those roles. I
would like to think of myself as a com
plex "basket case," but unfortunately I
think others would view me as more of
the "princess" type. I guess that goes
along with the territory of being a "PC
girl." This leads me to Klosterman's next
point, "The Real World is unnaturally
obsessed with race." And he also claims
that, "It's the same situation for homo
sexual cast members—their Q factor is
completely dependent on how aggres
sively gay they're willing to act." This is
definitely a frustrating truth which has
led us to coin such phrases as "He is
totally the_____ guy/" Klosterman says.
And you can put anything relating to
race, gender, geographic origin, sexual
appetite, et cetera, into that blank. Who
talks like that? It is simply The Real World
turning our brains into mush.
Klosterman also gives another exam
ple of "Real World Culture" which
would be easy for any college student to
relate to because, as he states, "People
started becoming personality templates,
devoid of complication and obsessed
with melodrama." He recalls overhear
ing a conversation between two girls
who were discussing their plan to "con
front" their third roommate about her
"abrasive" behavior—another concept
that Klosterman alleges grew out of The
Real World. It is not your fault for hav
ing roommate drama, blame the ulti
mate scapegoat, The Real World. It is
why we are the way we are. So start get
ting real people!
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by Jeff Gahan '11
Commentary Staff

Last Tuesday, I eagerly sat in front of
my TV with some friends in anticipation
of what was to be the best speech I have
ever heard: Obama's inauguration
speech. At the time I had
no idea it was going to be
POETICS that good. At first I was a
little worried about the
delivery; even though Obama has been
an incredible speaker in his political life
thus far, I was still cautious while prepar
ing to listen to it. After he stumbled while
taking the oath, I was even more wor
ried. But in fact, I was not only
impressed, but blown away by, his abili
ty to speak to an entire nation who is cur
rently looking at him through a micro
scope. His speech had to do a lot in order
to convey to all of America the many dif
ferent problems that are at hand. The
first thing Obama did was establish that
he knew that he was taking the chair in a
time of "gathering clouds and raging
storms." By letting the public know that
he was ready for the challenge, he set the
stage for a man who knew what he was
getting into.
A lot of people feel that since Obama is
the new president, immediately every
thing will change, the economy and
health care will be fixed overnight, and
our foreign policy will be reduced to tea
time with the world. I am not nearly as
delusional as they are; however, I ven
ture to say that his talks about change are
already occurring. He then specifically
pointed out the problems we, as
Americans, face. After mentioning the
war, he correctly put the blame of the bad
economy on both cooperate America, as
well as individual Americans for making
poor decisions. After stating the many
problems, he then delved into a pep talk
to the American public that we will
defeat our problems, though it will not
be quick or easy. See, even Obama does
n't think he can do this in a fortnight.
He then talked about why we are here
as Americans: Our ancestors having
dreams and aspirations for freedom. He
said that "They saw America as bigger
than the sum of our individual ambi
tions; greater than all the differences of
birth or wealth or faction." This point
hits home with a lot of people who are
currently struggling; he presents the

hope that sometimes the struggling pays
off. Continuing, he instructed America
to get away from the bad habits that got
us into this mess, and start taking
responsibility for our actions. While
looking internally at our current govern
ment structure, he said that "The ques
tion we ask today is not whether our
government is too big or too small, but
whether it works—whether it helps fam
ilies find jobs at a decent wage, care they
can afford, a retirement that is dignified.
Where the answer is yes, we intend to
move forward. Where the answer is no,
programs will end." This plan to be
more efficient when it comes to our tax
dollars sounds sweet on the ear; let's just
hope he follows through with it. This
follows into a climactic point in the
speech, where Obama stated that
America is ready to lead the nations of
the world again, so long as peace and
dignity are sought after.
His speech was full of warnings: to
Americans, to foreign nations, and to all.
He said that we should keep in my mind
America's history, so that we can learn
from our mistakes, and also borrow from
previous generations the ideas that
worked. While addressing plans for his
next four years, he stated that we intend
to safely remove our troops from Iraq,
while also trying to establish peace with
Afghanistan. He then warned "those
who seek to advance their aims by induc
ing terror and slaughtering innocents,
we say to you now that our spirit is
stronger and cannot be broken; you can
not outlast us, and we will defeat you."
By showing the world what type of
America is to come in these next years,
Obama proved that we will not be taken
advantage of, and should not be looked
at as anything other than a world power.
After stating that our collage of different
nationalities and cultures is a strength
and not a weakness, he said that it is
everybody's responsibility—both the
individual and the government—to
change our ways and get back onto the
right track. And finally, his concluding
lines were: "Let it be said by our chil
dren's children that when we were tested
we refused to let this journey end, that
we did not turn back nor did we falter;
and with eyes fixed on the horizon and
God's grace upon us, we carried forth
that great gift of freedom and delivered it
safely to future generation."

High Fives & Nose Dives
High Fives: Joel McHale is coming to PC. Yay! We love the host of The Soup.
Dimitri Martin gets his own show on Comedy Central. (Speaking of comics we love.)

Nose Dives: Classes not being cancelled on Wednesday. Not only did we have to
stomp around in the snow, but when the rain started pouring everything iced
over! I know it's early in the semester, but everyone loves a day off. Let's not wait
until someone breaks their neck to learn the lesson!

Construction on Slavin Center. The big fiasco is just really a big hassle.

—Jaclyn Kramer '10

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries
and letters to the editor from all members of
the Providence College community, as well as
outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's
name, signature, a phone number, and an email address where he or she can be reached.
Articles will be printed as space permits.
Anyone whose letter is given consideration
for publication will be contacted by the
Commentary editor to verify the author and
confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length, and only one
will be published per week. The Cowl edito
rial board and its administrative supervisors
reserve the right to edit articles for space and
clarity. If there is a portion you specifically
wish to remain unchanged, however, please
inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the edi

tor are the opinions of the writer only and do
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or
faxed to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication. Mail
submissions to 549 River Avenue, Providence,
R.I. 02918, Slavin Rm. G05; fax to 401-8651202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; email to thecowl@providence.edu; or hand
deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin G05. Ads
can be sent to cowlads@providence.edu. Call
401-865-2214 with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year
by mail. Student subscription is included in
tuition fee. Correspondence can be mailed
directly to: The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square,
Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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Chewed
Gum?
That
'
s
Tangents and Tirades
Not On the Menu. . .

Obama Rushes to judge. Last Friday, on just the third day after his inauguration as

the 44th President of the United States, Barack Obama warned Republicans that if
they want to succeed in Washington under his administration they must stop listen
ing to conservative radio talk show host Rush Limbaugh. As The New York Post
reports, Obama told GOP leaders at the White House that, "You can't just listen to
Rush Limbaugh and get things done." The comment came in the midst of a discus
sion on Obama's proposed $825 billion stimulus package. In addition to mounting
criticism of the plan, many Republicans in the House of Representatives are con
cerned that the bill has been written without their input, despite Obama's call for
bipartisanship. Obama's target of Limbaugh so early in his term is worth considering,
given the fact that Limbaugh, as a private citizen, possesses no legislative power and
is without ties to either branch of Congress. For years, the left has acknowledged the
persuasive power of this radio talk-show host. In attacking Limbaugh Obama, in
addition to trying to alienate Republicans from their free-market base, has let
Americans know just who he really fears.—Mark Scirocco '10

Super-blanket or just super dumb? The human race is regressing. The evidence for
this audacious assumption of mine lies entirely in that horrible infomercial that ruins
all my Oprah sessions and adds to the already annoying experience of watching local
news. I'm speaking, of course, about the Snuggie, the two-and-a-half yard square of
fleece that is rendering all of America smitten with its cozy possibilities. I won't even
go into its ridiculous purpose—if I really wanted to flail my arms while in a blanket
like setting I'd just put my bath-robe on backwards. What's worse is the advertising;
the way the glassy-eyed nuclear family model shows every possible scenario in
which the Snuggie could benefit us. Finally, a slightly cold person can read, snack,
chat on the phone, embrace a baby, write important business e-mails on a laptop, and
probably cure cancer from the comforts of their snuggilicious couch. Oh, and it comes
in three beautiful colors. Have we really sunk this low? Why can't we simply deal
with the fact that it's a tad irritating to remove your hand from the wann blanket to
operate the remote? This is the stuff that builds character. Way to go, Snuggie, for
making us a bunch of softies. However, I'm totally into the free book light—who
doesn't love those?—Maryclaire Dugre '10
Pretty much over.

It seems to me that when we are looking forward to the end or
completion of something, as soon as any significant segment of that something is over
with, we usually declare that we are "pretty much done" with it. Usually, whatever
is said to be "pretty much over" is actually not as close to being completed as we hope
it to be. Characterizing unpleasant things as "pretty much done" is a way of comfort
ing ourselves; the thought that the end of a displeasing happening is near is a pleas
ant motivator. I often conclude that the school week is "pretty much over" by the time
I'm done with classes on Wednesday. The frigid walk back to my dorm is "pretty
much over" for me by the time the building is in sight. Did anyone else start think
ing of the Bush administration as "pretty much over" early last year? By this ideolo
gy, we freshmen could determine our first year of college as "pretty much over,"
right? I mean, the fall semester flew by and I'm expecting this semester to go by just
as fast. I guess we could think of this year as "pretty much over," but do we really
want to? Tricking ourselves to believe that unpleasant things in our lives are "pretty
much over," when they really aren't is understandable, but wishing away other
things in this way is unwise. Maybe instead of hurrying through annoying things,
like class, and jumping the gun for their completion, we should take our time to
declare that which we might take for granted "pretty much over."—Chris Slavin '12

Do animals have souls?

It has been an oft-cited and reassuring trope for as long as
I can remember that man's great gift, his saving grace, was indisputably his rational
nature. Somewhere along his evolution, however, this kernel of reason was extrava
gantly expanded into a hegemonic claim of spiritual superiority. Are men the only
living creatures that have souls? (One might ask...) Furthermore, if the answer to this
mysterious query is yes, then does it follow that the human soul is the result of our
reason? This crass argument would seem rather contradictory. I humbly propose that
animals do in fact have souls. After all, ewes and rams, he-squirrels and she-squirrels are distinguished by gender in much the same way we delineate chicks and
dudes. So why not give members of the animal kingdom the benefit of the doubt?
Supposedly, souls exist whether we like it or not (and therefore not through some
complex process of cognitive muscle-contortion). Then we don't need to know about
them for them to be there, right? Conclusion: Next time you look at your cat with
scornful impatience or pity for his/her inferior existential position, trade in your swift
kick for winsome curiosity about what lies beneath.—Matt Miller '09

Cheers. The second semester has finally started which means that everyone can get
back into the swing of things. One of the things that I missed most on break was
going to games with my friends. All of PC's sports are great but obviously basketball
has the largest crowds. I am a huge fan of the hockey team, however, and I love going
to those games. I got to go to the first game back last Friday against Northeastern.
They beat us but it was still a good game. The only bad thing was the cheering from
the fans. The trash talk was just not up to par. I'm not against trash talking but we
just need to come up with better material. I mean calling the players "homos" and
making a lot of "your mother's" references is just kind of stupid. Can we really not
think of anything better? There should be a trash talking summit where we can come
up with a clever, witty insult. That way even if we technically lose the game, we'll
still be able to win the trash talking war.—Andy Kowal TO

by Jackie

Kramer '10

Commentary Editor
RHODE ISLAND
I sincerely hope that everyone is
returning to campus relaxed and rejuve
nated. For some, winter break means
island vacations, skiing trips in the
mountains, and/or just sitting on your
couch for literally 36 straight hours
watching Law & Order and NCIS. (That's
the best type of vacation.)
Unfortunately, these five
weeks off meant different
fate for other students:
work. Ah, how sweet it
is to be able to go home
and have a nice, reli
able, minimum-wage
job always available for
you. My labor go-to is
Friendly's on Long
Island—I've been working there for four years and
when I'm home for a break,
they work me like a dog.
But this winter break, I decided to do
something different. I decided to stand
up to underpaying, overworking corpo
rate bullies at Friendly's and work here,
at Providence College, at my work study
job (a much more stress-free occupation,
I assure you). This, of course, entailed
moving back on campus two weeks
early. Hurray! I was free from the bounds
and chains of ice cream scooping!
Living here in Providence didn't just
mean leaving Friendly's behind. It also
meant—dun dun dun—no more of
Mama Kramer's delicious home-cooked
meals. No worries, ladies and gentlemen,
as the old adage goes the apple does not
fall far from the tree, and I must say I am
a perfectly adequate cook. I was able to
sustain myself for a good week and a half
before I ran out of chicken cutlets and

soup. I decided it was just too bitterly
cold to go to Shaw's to re-stock, so my
boyfriend and I decided to treat our
selves to a pizza—delivered right to our
door by the friendly people at Sicilia's on
Federal Hill.
We ate and enjoyed our pizza until my
boyfriend bit into his last slice. There
wasn't just sausage, onions, peppers, and
mushrooms on this piece. There was also
a piece of chewed gum. I'm fairly positive
that's not on the menu, nor is it up to
health code standards. I called to com
plain but the man I spoke to (the manag
er or the owner) assured me that
no one chews gum at his
restaurant. When I suggested the possibility of the
delivery boy being the
culprit, he snapped,
"NO!" "OK, sir...well
there is a piece of
chewed gum on our
pizza, so how did it get
there?" He accused us of
putting the chewed gum
there ourselves to try to get
a free pizza since we had
almost eaten the whole thing!
Someone over the phone mocked us say
ing, "Maybe it's a piece of sausage." The
manager (or whoever it was I talked to)
laughed. He was rude and would not
take my complaint seriously. I assured
him he had lost a customer.
So I am sharing this grotesque story
with you, the reader, to assure you that
my decision to work in Providence was
indeed a good one; I have not been able
to relax this much since high school. My
decision to order from Sicilia's, however,
was not as good. Finding a piece of
chewed gum and then being accused of
merely wanting a free pizza was not
only disgusting but extremely frustrat
ing as well. I can only hope that you
found as much relaxation—and as little
ABC gum — as vacation allowed.
GOOGLE IMAGES

TECHNOLOGY: Does it

Hurt Our Imagination?
continued from page 11:
so. The problem of technology is not
that it is detestable; the problem is that
it is easily and universally appealing.
Another contention, often made even
by those who concur in my dark assess
ment of technology's effects, is that
technology in itself is neutral; it can be
used for good or for ill, and the latter is
too often the case. To my mind, this
view is also mistaken. In the most liter
al of senses, yes; technological artifacts
are inanimate, and thus neutral. But
technology conditions us to think and
act in certain ways, and the vast and
ever-growing havoc wreaked upon our
society by the present digital explosion
is not simply the result of unencum
bered human choice. Even as technolo
gy encourages a quest for dominion

over nature and claims victory over our
humanity, it feeds on the lowest
impulses in our nature by appealing to
our laziness and indulging our lusts,
for violence in particular. Our hearts
and minds are becoming enslaved, and
here is the greatest irony of all: what
with the death of our imaginations and
the technological alienation of the
human person from itself, we're more
bored than ever.

Letters to the Editor:
An attempt to spread the message of the history of The Vagina Monologues on Providence College's campus to young Friars
My freshman year, The Vagina
Monologues was banned from being
performed
on the
Providence
College campus. It's taken me a few
years and quite a bit of frustration,

It then hit me that
freshmen and sophomores
on this campus have no idea
what happened in 2005 and
years before when the play
could be performed.

but I was finally beginning to make
my peace with it. I figured that as
long as the message of stopping
domestic violence against women
and girls around the world, in addi
tion to the history of the play still
existed on campus, I would be
(somewhat) okay with what hap
pened. However, a week ago, I got
an e-mail from a freshman express
ing her excitement in discovering a
new play that she thought would be
great to perform on campus: The
Vagina Monologues. It then hit me
that freshmen and sophomores on

this campus have no idea what hap
pened in 2005 and years before when
the play could be performed. This
was worse than having the play
banned for me. This means that once
the classes of 2009 and 2010 gradu
ate, future Providence College stu
dents will not have firsthand knowl
edge or experience with this play.
Being apathetic about The Vagina
Monologues is one thing—not know
ing how it plays a part in the col
lege's history is another. In educat
ing himself about this play, I was
hopeful that Father Shanley would

find a way to allow for an open dia
logue about the text and find a
means to educate students about the
sexual assault and violence that
occurs on campus. However, I was
left disappointed. My previous
example of the student who contact
ed me is evidence that there is
indeed a want for this type of dia
logue and education on campus—a
desire that is not being met by the
faculty and staff.
—Whitney Henderson '09
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Holiday Season in Review
Didn't make it out to the movies over break? Never fear; A&E has done the work for
you. Take a look at our winter movie wrap-up to find out what you missed.

Seven Pounds
by

Claire Pevoto '10
A&E Staff

Seven Pounds, a film packed with
Hollywood big-shots Will Smith,
Rosario
Dawson,
and
Woody
Harrelson, raked in $5 million less
than expected during its opening box
office weekend in mid-December.
Critics have pointed to many flaws in
the movie that might explain the low
numbers, but hey, it might just be the
economy. The film may not be an intel
lectual endeavor of the highest degree,
but it does pack an emotional punch
with an unexpected ending. For the

maximization of heart-wrenching
moments, the less said about the plot
the better. Briefly, Smith stars as Tim
Thomas, an IRS agent with a much
greater mission than nailing tax
evaders. A do-gooder with elusive
motives throughout the film, he falls in
love with critically-ill Emily Posa
(played by Rosario Dawson). As the
story unfolds, we see that Smith's self
giving mission leads him to make a
final decision that aims at inspiring,
but ends up horrifying. The movie is
thoroughly enjoyable for the adrena
line rush and sob fest it will induce,

and Smith's acting is
excellent, but the
story is far-fetched
and the ending dis
turbing. Logical stick
lers probably won't
love this
dramaromance-bioethical
quandary of a movie,
but those seeking to
jolt their hibernating
emotions will appre
ciate it.

GRADE: B+

................................

,

COLUMBIA PICTURES

Will Smith and Rosario Dawson share a romantic moment
in December's dramatic Seven Pounds.

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button
by

KENNEDY/MARSHALL COMPANY

Brad Pitt rides a lonely bike towards
youth

Sarah Bidinger '09
A&E Staff

Reviewers have complained that
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button
dawdled along in a format too much
like Forrest Gump. I'm going to dis
agree with them. We often forget
what it's like to weave a tale, to
appreciate listening and imagining.
When is the last time you turned off
your cell phone and sat still for three
hours, just allowing someone to tell
you a real story? When was the last
time you watched a movie rich with
the nuances of character, sharing
families and childhoods, experi
ences and dreams? And I am not
talking about reality television.

The web of relationships and social
structures explored in Benjamin Button
warrants plenty of fodder for thought
and conversation. Queenie's motherly
love for Benjamin is remarkably self
less, particularly considering the racial
tensions and economic hardship she
faced. The much-touted relationship
between Benjamin and Daisy also
grows selfless—imagine holding your
dying husband like an infant in your
arms, thinking back on a time when it
seemed possible to be endlessly, insep
arably, in love. Imagine coming to
understand your mother just as she is
taking her last breath and Hurricane
Katrina is slamming into the hospital.
The special effects in Benjamin
Button are striking, yet understated.

Absent are the explosions and stunt
dummies. We are presented with
believably aging and youthful charac
ters enjoying the simple pleasures in
life: foggy waterside mornings and sil
houetted evenings in the park.
Daisy asks a question which echoes
through the film: "What is it like to
grow young?" It is something we can
all begin to think about with a certain
kind of poignancy. Like Daisy, we are
slipping off the edge of what is familiar:
we're on the brink of our futures, mak
ing decisions that may follow us for the
rest of our lives. And we are wonder
ing: "What is it like to grow old?"

GRADE: A-

Marley and Me
by

Alison DeNisco '11
A&E Staff

Marley & Me is probably the most
surprisingly depressing movie of the
holiday season. The commercials fool
innocent moviegoers like myself into
believing that they are in for a fun,
silly romp about the perils of being
the owner of an impish dog. But trust
me, once Marley starts getting over
the hill, you're going to need those
tissues that you forgot to pack.
The film, based on the bestselling
book by John Grogan, is directed by
David Frankel. The film gives audi
ences an overall sweet look at the trials

Milk
by

C.W. Tompkins ’09
A&E Asst. Editor

Last year the Academy seemed to
have a serious love affair with the

and tribulations of family life, with a
destructive yet completely lovable dog
along for the ride. It focuses on the
challenges that make up the human
life, complete with banal frustrations,
evolving relationships and the general
changes that people and families
endure. It succeeds in evoking emo
tion and leaving you thinking after
wards, which (from what I've heard) is
necessary in order to do justice to
Grogan's memoir.
Though it definitely isn't anything
close to an Oscar contender, I enjoyed
Marley & Me more than I expected.
Owen Wilson and Jennifer Aniston

depict a fairly believable
relationship, and it's fun to
see Alan Arkin show up as
Grogan's surly newspaper
editor (though somehow
seeing him always leads me
to recall the advice he gave
to his teenage grandson in
Little Miss Sunshine, involv
ing what to do while you are
still young, and with a lot of
women). And that Marley
sure is cute.

grossly "immoral." I use that word in
the most affectionate way possible. No
one loves smarmy pregnant teens
more than I do. But it seems pretty odd
that the inherently sadistic and evil
natures of men like Anton Chigurh
and Daniel Plainview would inspire

an Oscar nod.
This year's nominations certainly
have traces of questionably ethical
content with films like The Wrestler and
Heath Ledger's frightening portrayal
of the Joker but there is also hope pres
ent amongst the choices. It might be
the spirit of the times. Filmmakers
might feel that change coming or
maybe they want to inspire a broken
viewing public. Either way Gus Van
Sant's Milk has certainly defined our
era by looking into the past.
The action follows the simple yet
charismatic Harvey Milk as he moves
from marginalized camera shop owner
to the most influential homosexual of
the 20th century. Van Sant works
through the action very carefully
showing his subject great respect and
the normally overpowering Sean Penn
restrains himself perfectly, highlight

GRADE: B

FOX 2000 PICTURES

Wilson and Aniston bring new meaning to the Dog
Whisperer
ing the playfulness and charm of a
man that desired only the dignity of a
minority group.
The part of Harvey Milk is almost a
Bizarre-o Willie Stark from All the
King's Men, a part that Penn took up
less than three years ago. The movie
was a terrible flop, probably because of
the absence of humanity in Penn's pre
vious role.
The film also deals with a lot of cur
rent issues that may have struck a par
ticular chord or two with many
Americans. Proposition 8 was recently
passed in California. In the film
Harvey works to get a similar bill
thrown out of San Francisco. He also
establishes himself as a proponent of
change. Just like another charismatic
leader we all might be familiar with.

GRADE: A-
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Valkyrie
by

Christopher Stadolnik '10

A&E Staff
Everybody hates Nazis, even
Scientologists.
In the heart of Berlin,
in
Stauffenbergstrafie, there is a memori
al plaque with four names. These are
the names of principled men who died
in the second World War. They are the
only German soldiers honored in the
capitol. "Many saw evil. They dared to
stop it."
Sixty-four years after these heroic
men attempted to assassinate Adolf
Hitler another big budget Hollywood
thiller was made. Valkyrie is another

attempt, in a long line of films (The
Enemy Below, Cross of Iron, Enemy at the
Gates), to portray a "good German"
officer in a film about the second
World War.
Valkyrie is a well-made film, and the
quality of the cinematography is
superb. The casting is likely some of
the best, if not the best, of any historic
thriller. The performances of the core
cast—Cruise, Branagh, Nighy, and
Wilkinson—are nothing short of
inspiring. It is a gut-wrenching thriller
that keeps you on the edge of your
seat, in spite of the fact that you know
how it will end.
That being said, the film is not with
out fault. It is long. The footage is
seamlessly edited together, but more
could have been sacrificed to the cutting room floor. There are some tacky
camera and editing tricks: fades from
German to English audio, image shifts
to re-form words, and some shots that
reproduce those from the Triumph of
the Will, Leni Riefenstahl's classic 1935
Nazi propaganda film. The ending of
Valkyrie is likely the most depressing
conclusion in years.
If you have any interest in this his
torical period, Valkyrie is a must-see.
And it is more uplifting than The Boy in
the Striped Pajamas. But it is not, under
any circumstances, a date movie.
Especially if your date is a German.

GRADE: B
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Doubt
by

Nahuel Fanjul '11
A&E Staff

With such big stars as Meryl Streep
and Phillip Seymour Hoffman (and
also Amy Adams, famous for being the
purse girl from The Office), Doubt was
bound to be a hit from the day that it
came out (which was Christinas). The
battle between Streep and Hoffman for
the center stage was incredible, with
superb acting from both parties. Of
course, I will take Hoffman for the
fight since his character acting is noth
ing but perfect, and he is so well puttogether with his clerical character,
almost as if he could be a part of your
congregation. I have not seen the play
on which this movie is based (both of
which were written and directed by
John Patrick Shanley), but the movie
leans more towards "he did it," while

still trying to keep the secret of
whether the priest actually had rela
tions with the young student or not.
This story about a teacher's great love
for his students, whether it was physi
cal or just paternal, was a definite hit
for the winter break. The plot gets a lit
tle dry and repetitive, but the acting
and chemistry between Seymour
Hoffman and Meryl Streep is too per
fect to pass up. Doubt is still being
played in a few theaters, most likely it
will be gone from the list soon, but I
highly recommend this being at the
top of your rent list once out on DVD.

GRADE: A-

Gran Torino
Mango '10
A&E Asst. Editor

by John

Real men sing swan songs. And
they sing 'em damn loud and damn
raspy. And they sing 'em bittersweet.
Gran Torino is just that, the mythos of
Clint, the cold killer, the drill staring,
gun shooting, silent cowboy sunovabetch passing, a goodbye to an era
where the hero shoots to kill and kills
to win. And he couldn't have said
goodbye to his decades of hard mas
culinity with any more craftsmanship
or sincerity than he does here. The
story follows a grumpy old bastard
who is still stolidly rooted in the 1950s,
and aghast at the apparent denegration of his neighborhood by the invad
ing Hmong people. Then one tries to

steal is smooth riding, rip roaring Gran
Torino, and after being caught, has to
pay Clint retribution through house
work.. . whether he likes it or not. Then
through the stern cracks of Clint's chis
eled face, grows an unexpected friend
ship, and a hopeful nod at the future.
While the film isn't perfect (the 2dimensional white-collar family is
especially vexing), Clint is not to be
missed. And he sings at the end. And
you'll like it when you hear it. 'Cuz if
you don't somethin' bad is gonna be
cornin' for you. That's what I learned
anyways. Probably you should go see
for yourself though.

GRADE: A-

MATTEN PRODUCTIONS

In December's Gran Torino, Korean War veteran Walt Kowalski (Cl int Eastwood)
forges an unexpected friendship with local Hmong teenager Thao Vang Lor
(played by Bee Vang).

The Spirit
by John Vaghi '10
Associate Editor-in-Chief

Boasting a trove of attractive young
actresses and a cool-looking movie
poster campaign, The Spirit was poised
to be graphic novelist Frank Miller's
triumphant solo-directorial debut (he
also co-directed 2005's Sin City with
veteran directors Robert Rodriguez
and Quentin Tarantino). Based on Will
Eisner s fabled comic book series of the
1940s, the film, which follows the
somehow immortal Denny Colt
(Gabriel Macht) as he crusades
through Central City as the Spirit in a
tiny little mask while hosing nOObs
and getting toilets smashed over his
head, is far from triumphant. Nothing
more than a mundane hodgepodgery
of eccentric fantasy manifested, some
times beautiful to look at, always

Revolutionary Road
by neil

Andrew Francisco '10
A&E Staff

With the success of Titanic in 1997,
it's surprising that, until now,
Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet
had not made another film together.
Revolutionary Road is a remarkable
story about a husband and wife's pur
suit of life, liberty, and happiness. To
every other family on Revolutionary
Road, Frank (DiCaprio) and April
(Winslet) Wheeler are the ideal couple.
Frank works in New York City at a big
-name business, while April is a house
wife whose real ambition is to become
an actress. However, their marriage is

a mess. The beginning of the film sug
gests there is something that can be
done, as April insists that they move to
Paris so Frank can be happy, but the
longer they linger in American subur
bia, the more problems arise.
DiCaprio is not usually one of my
favorite actors; in fact, the only film I
liked him in was Catch Me If You Can.
From a psychological standpoint,
Frank attempts to do what is best for
his family at all times, even when his
wife wants him to be free to pursue
whatever he dreams. Golden Globe
winning actress Winslet delivers one
of her greatest performances in
Revolutionary Road, and I wouldn't be

impossible to comprehend, The Spirit
bumbles in and out of cheesy slapstick
and inexplicable plot lines (why did
Samuel L. Jackson and Scarlett
Johansson randomly decide to sport
swastikas and jackboots midway
through?). Jackson's over-the-top por
trayal of the villainous crime lord
Octopus is digestible but Eva Mendes
is sadly miscast as Sand Sarif, a ruth
less jewel thief whose only purpose
appears to be eye candy in a movie
which sorely lacks anything worth
looking at. Miller's clumsy directing is
equally as mind-numbing, as the
twisty, jarring camera angles render
the entire film a chaotic, incomprehen
sible experience that, for an action
flick, is surprisingly boring.

GRADE: D

surprised if she wins the
Oscar for Best Actress.
Sam Mendes, known for
the
Oscar-winning
American Beauty, definitely
makes some magic with
this as well. Overall, this
film is most likely going to
be under the radar, but
don't be surprised to see it
pull out a few Oscars.

GRADE: B+

BBC FILMS

Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet star as an
American couple battl ing social pressures in
Revolutionary Road.
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The Travel Channel's Answer To Jack Bauer
Anthony Bourdain, Cable Television's Culinary
Rockstar Is Back with a Fifth Season of No Reservations
by

Christopher Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff

I write. I eat. I travel. And I'm hun
gry for more. So why am I nowhere
near as cool as Anthony Bourdain?
Short answer: he does it all, and so
much better.
Tony has eaten still-beating cobra
heart in Vietnam. He's written a best
selling memoir (Kitchen Confidential)
that has been put through multiple
printings. He's traveled to parts of the
world that are still inhabited by head
hunters. And when he wakes up—still
hung over from palm wine he drank
with tribal chiefs in Ghana—he does it
all over again.
Bourdain has spent nearly 28 years
immersed in the New York culinary
scene, starting out as a lowly dish
washer from New Jersey. After earning
his chops, he moved on to several
other positions at assorted eateries, a
number of them as head chef (most
notably at the brasserie Les Halles).
After the publication of his memoir,
"Kitchen Confidential", an "unlikely
bestseller", Tony was rocketed to
national fame. And he's taken the
house for everything it's worth, pub
lishing several follow up books: a trav
el diary, "A Cook's Tour"; a historical
account, "Typhoid Mary"; three crime
novels—"A Bone in the Throat," "Gone
Bamboo" and "The Bobby Gold
Stories"; a French gastronomy master
work "The Les Halles Cookbook"; a
collection of essays, "The Nasty Bits";
and a companion volume to his televi
sion series, No Reservations. And
though he is a respected writer in his
own right, it's his television series, No
Reservations, which has taken the coun
try by storm.
Not a "foodie?" Can't even boil
water? It doesn't matter. This isn't your
typical cooking or travel show. It isn't

30 Minute Meals. In nearly every
episode, Tony curses the name of
Rachael Ray as though she were the
devil incarnate. It isn't Bizarre Foods.
Everyone has a fat friend who, when
drunk, will eat repulsive things for
money
and
entertainment.
No
Reservations is something much more.

American Splendor after shopping in a
bookstore converted from an old
Twinkie factory (the whip filling is still
in the pipes...and it's not as atom
bomb-proof as they say). He's even
fired automatic Weapons with "The
Motor City Mad Man," Mr. Ted
Nugent, after eating a hotdog named

Anthony Bourdain gets down and dirty with what he does best.
It's a savage journey across the world
in search of a good meal, a good story,
and a good time. No Reservations is as
Gonzo as TV gets (unless Fear and
Loathing happens to be airing on PCTV).
Tony has traveled to Argentina,
where he has cavorted with dancing
gauchos on one of the oldest glaciers in
the world —all the while sipping
Chivas Regal chilled by glacial ice. He
has wandered the streets of Cleveland
with the author of the graphic novel
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Randy Johnson's Big Unit with Alice
Cooper - indisputably cool.
Hey kids, it's educational too! This
may not be a selling point for some,
but the show really is informative.
Tony does a masterful job of showing
how a country's food culture reflects
the history of its people (even our
own). He interviews elders, authori
ties, and local celebrities wherever he
goes. And he gives you a taste of cul
tures that may be completely alien to
you, presenting them in a way that

preserves the beautiful, compelling
and unique aspects of their respective
customs.
No Reservations is entering its fifth
season this year. And, by now, you
would think he would have run out of
new places to go. Wrong. It's a big
world out there. And there is still a lot
to see (and eat). Monday at 10PM
Eastern, Tony traveled to the Azores, a
collection of Portuguese islands (from
where my family hails) about 900
miles off the coast of the Iberian
Peninsula. And if my kin are any indi
cation of how crazy the average
Azorean is, Tony was in for a wild
ride.
The episode is classic Bourdain.
While hopping from island to island
(having started in San Miguel) he
drinks local moonshine, enjoys local
delicacies, travels at dangerously high
speed on ATVs, spends time with the
fisherman/farmers of the islands, lis
tens to family stories, and breaks bread
with nearly every Azorean not
presently residing in Fall River, New
Bedford, or Taunton.
Worried you missed out on an exer
cise in cultural voyeurism that could
have afforded you a new appreciation
and fondness for dried salted cod
(bacalhau) and S.L. Benfica football?
No problem. The episode re-airs
Friday at 6PM, and several times
throughout the week after that. But if
that doesn't sound like your idea of a
great vacation locale, and you're look
ing for somewhere populated by
native English speakers, a more mun
dane Bourdain is scheduled for
February 2nd. At 10P.M. this Monday,
Tony travels to Chicago, Illinois.
I heartily recommend you watch No
Reservations on Travel Channel (88 on
PC-TV). And if you like snark, action
and pure Gonzo food journalism, then
Anthony Bourdain will become your

"Get Guilty Go!"
MATADOR

by John Vaghi '10
Associate Editor-in-Chief

With his latest solo effort, Get Guilty,
A.C. Newman continues to establish
himself as the indie scene's most reli
able tune-wizard, rolling out a break
neck pace of sweetly indulgent music
that never seems to feel rushed or over
thought. Each meticulously crafted
song on Get Guilty sees the New
Pornographers front-man continuing
the theme of 2004's wildly addictive
The Slow Wonder; a stripped down
musical exploration that boasts
impressive hooks and cryptic strings
of words. Sure, anything involving
A.C. Newman might initially sound
like a Pornographers effort, but his
solo works are less layered, less glossy,
and more lyrically dense than the
invigorating and bombastic shine of
something like "Mass Romantic."
While Get Guilty doesn't stray into
any new musical territory, it is reliably
catchy. And though we have come to
expect as much from a man who
turned the phrase "Sing me Spanish
Techno" into some of the most unbashfully hummed words of 2005, the
effortless way in which Newman's
music-man-ship skills spit out hit-wor
thy tunes is easy to take for granted
(lets not forget the way he and his crew
put a glamorous sparkle on slow

"Make of It What You Wil I"A.C. Newman Does Not
Incriminate His Style in His Latest Solo Effort
descents into alcoholism).
"Submarines of Stockholm" is one of
the albums memorable songs; a pulsat
ing, rock-a-lick jaunt laced with
Newman's enigmatic lyrics (it's appar
ently about waking up on a Stockholm
tour bus that's surrounded by water).
The surprisingly beautiful "Young
Atlantis" opens with an emotional
string arrangement by Charles Burst
that parlays into quiet melodic
grandeur that subtly tugs at your
heart. If anything, "The Heartbreak
Rides" is the song that most belongs
on a New Pornographers album, but
the delirious obsession with associat
ing Newman with his guitar-pop col
lection of 'Pornographers' sometimes
makes it hard to distinguish the two
apart. Newman's solo work allows
him to move about more freely as a
songwriter, often resulting in more
robust and genuine songs. Because
despite his instantly recognizable
voice, cuts like "There are Maybe Ten
or Twelve" and "The Palace at 4 AM"
just wouldn't belong on a New
Pornographers
album
(although
"Palace" sounds like something that
could fit nicely on the next Shins CD).
Of course, at times one may find
themselves yearning for the alt-folk
crooning of Pornographer staple Neko
Case (whom thousands of emo/dancephunk [note the "ph"] phased college

students trying to find themselves
instantly fell in love with after hearing
the chorus for "The Laws Have
Changed"), but Get Guilty features the
worthy female backings of Nicole
Atkins and Mates of State's Kori
Gardner. While not overly prolific,
these
ladies
add an extra
layer of musi
cal excitement
to songs like
"Like
a
Hitman, Like a
Dancer" and
the uniquely
raunchy "The
Changeling
(Get Guilty),"
where
Newman and
Atkins softly
sing "go with
the same cruel
sense of humor
that you came
with" before exploding into a demand
ing call to "change your mind."
"All My Days and All My Days Off"
is probably the most straightforward a
song as one can hope for from
Newman, a mid-tempo pop-jaunt with
traces of Fleetwood Mac fused into its
romantic promise. "Days Off" is a
steady rolling tune which seeps nicely

from the more mysterious, frolicking
rocker "The Collected Works" and its
deliciously gnomic chorus "Here is the
entrance I'd expected from the collect
ed works of exits" (now there's a tasty
little piece of jerky you can pull out of
your pocket and chew on in case
you're tragically out
of sensible conver
sation matter [it'll
last you a while; its
like the gobstopper
of Slim Jim's]).
To mis-quote a
particularly openended line from Get
Guilty: "make of the
album what you
will." It can be
rewarding if appre
ciated and at the
very least should get
stuck in your head
(if not already stuck
on repeat).
Get
GOOGLE IMAGES
Guilty is not overly
glamorous but it has the heart and
ironic persistence of a veteran music
maker who always seems to revel with
boisterous twang. To be purposefully
and paradoxically straightforward:
Get Guilty, boys and girls. Get Guilty.
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A&E Editor
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Celebrated
Critic and

2008 was a year to remember. A year of
Lehman Brothers and Obama sisters, it
was at times the shakiest and most
thrilling of emotional, and finandal roller
coasters. But a new day—or year, rather—
has dawned and we must emerge with
our collective faces to the sunshine. As
President Obama dedared just over a
week ago, "We must pick ourselves up,
dust ourselves off, and begin again the
by Annmarie Granstrand '09
work of remaking America." And what
A&E Editor
better way to begin this Extreme Makeover:
The way a reader approaches a stack
Nation Edition saga than with a list? I
humbly place before you a completely sta of old classics can be quite varied.
tistically and sd- Perhaps this venture into the deep,
entifically-based deep genre of dead white male authors
objective compar- is obligatory for a Civ class or a genuine
ison of who and interest. But for many, there is a quiet
Sham Wows
Snuggies
what are to be pull, an unspoken pressure to read and
considered legiti-absorb those deemed celebrated literary
giants. Yet in the beginning stages of
John Updike's long and fruitful relation
On-Campus Bookstore
Off-Campus Bookstore
ship with the written word, he would
not succumb to such forces.
"While my contemporaries were
Blacking out the dunk every
Watching the Friars cooped
feasting on classics... I had a narcotic
need for newness, modernity, in books;
chance you get
up in your dorm room
dead authors depressed me," Updike
confessed in The New York Times in July
of 1965. "Oh, I tried to reform. Once I
Bipartisan games of charades and Balder
Uncouth Political Discussion at ’
borrowed 'The Waste Land,' having
Late Nights
k Dash
seen it mentioned in The New Yorker as
a modem classic, and found its opaci
It Sarah Palin-inspired eye glasses:
Rod Blagojevich
ty pleasingly crisp, though my greatest
Lenscrafters
pleasure may have been the feeling of
haircuts/pieces
me, a 14-year-old pre-pubescent,
B gets Mavericky
checking it out of the library." He cher
ished his youthful days, inhaling the
dusty "fragrance" of the stacks and
The luxury of Slavin curly fries
Slavin straight fries-welcome
meandering through the organized
shelves of his public library in
to the recession, friends
Reading, PA (It doesn't get any more
poetic than that.)
Watching Bromance
. Sweating it out in a
According to his long-time publish
while huffing on a
er, Alfred Knopf, John Updike died of
Zoomba class or basket
treadmill ||
cancer, just outside Boston at the age of
ball intramural game
76 this past Tuesday. Although he
majored in English at Harvard and
Fictional
Seeing dead people: Izzie
studied Fine Arts in Oxford, Updike's
literary style always maintained the
r romances of peo
Denny’s not real. Seriously.
tone of middle class America. His
pie with pulses
work reflected the possible topics of
his demographic: golf, growing older,
Homeless and Hungry Boho Olsen Look
loveless marriages, the realization of
5 Fabulous boots as
one's sexual naivete, boring office jobs,
high as Jill Biden’s thigh fl
and as he told Michiko Kakutani of The
New York Times in 1988—"constantly
New Lower Level
trying to improve" his depiction of
women.
The Slavin Labyrinth
Winning many notable awards,
Harkins classrooms
including the Pulitzer Prize (twice),
Updike was still secure enough in his
"middleness" to poke at the Nobel
Prize in his book, Bech. "My subject is
Unauthorized Obama girl
Give one, get one XO education the American Protestant small town
dolls. Really, Ty, stick with
al laptops for underprivileged
middle class," Updike told Life maga
Patty the Platypus
zine in a 1966 interview. "I like middles.
children around the world
It is in middles that extremes clash,
where ambiguity restlessly rules."
Perhaps you have already come
across John Updike's work. He's been a
pillar of profound literary criticism for
Clubbing with
The New Yorker and depicted current
Samantha Ronson
national fears in his 22nd novel,
Terrorist. As the obituary in The Times
and Lindsay Lohan
pleasantly included—Updike also
humbly provided some captions for a
Marilyn Monroe spread in Playboy.
These unusual cultural references of
Updike are highlighted not to defame
him or neglect his literary brilliance but
to encourage you, if you feel so inclined,
to sample his various works. (The last
thing Mr. Updike would condone is lit
erature-based peer pressure.) In the
dawn of what President Obama calls an
Usually I am
"age of responsibility," the middle class
Guinness.
You
start
with
that
great
by C.W. Tompkins '10
not okay with
has been promised a brighter future.
foamy
stout
head
and
end
with
the
bit

A&E Asst. Editor
beer
But Updike has been responsible to
ter pale ale finish. The flavors and thick mixing
Middle America all along.
I know it might seem like I havebad- nesses mix well without actually mix with things but
For a shining example of how a
mouthed Guinness a bit in the past, ing. This is why I would stay away from when it is anoth
Harvard man with two Pulitzer Prizes
and it is true that I do enjoy a good pub the pre-bottled Black and Tan. They er beer I don't
in his back pocket could still seek the
ale more than a stout. However, a good aren't floated and when the two differ really see the
most potent inspiration from a success
Black and Tan can be just as good. ent kinds of beer are mixed together harm. The Irish
ful back nine, I offer this excerpt from an
Some might call it a mixed drink and completelyfhey, they actually make the always seem to get
essay published in The Times in 1973.
though you do take one liquid sub whole concoction taste terrible.
it right (i.e. the car
stance and add it in a container with
I use a specially designed spoon to bomb). I guess that's why the Black "Otherwise, though once in a while a
another, it is hardly your typical float the Guinness. You just have to and Tan is the official drink of the Irish 7-iron rips off the clubface with that
Choco- or fruit-tini.
bend a regular spoon with a pair of Republican Army (even though Bass is pleasant tearing sound, as if pulling a
It is an easy procedure, comparable pliers (or your mind) to fit around an English ale—however, I don't usu zipper in space, and falls toward the
to an appendectomy in the medical the rim of a glass. If you only have ally like to mix my politics and drink). hole like a raindrop down a well; or a
world. All you do is fill half a pint one available hand you can just rest
So split a mix-a-six in half and prac drive draws sweetly with the bend of
glass with Bass ale and then use a the spoon and pour with your free tice your pouring. It might not come the fairway and disappears, still
spoon to "float" half a Guinness on top hand. You can also buy a little turtle out right the first time but it's not hard rolling, far beyond the applauding
sprinkler, these things happen in spite
of the Bass. What you will get is the looking thing on the Guinness or to get the hang of. Cheers.
of me, and not because of me, and in
refreshing toasted malt flavor of a Bass Bass Web site to throw on a pint glass
that sense I am free, on the golf course,
chasing the thick spicy hops of the and pour perfectly every time.

Author,

In-n-OUT

trend

The Finer Brews in Life:
A Drink To Join Two Nations.

Updike
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Know When It's Time To Walk Away
Kaly Thayer '10
Portfolio Staff

by

There comes a time when every man
must learn the taste of his own pride,
use a ruler to square his shoulders and
set his weight a little backward so he
can turn on his heel and
walk
away. This man had
FICTION
decided that now was his
time. He had heard that
vengeance was best served cold, and
he wondered how pride ought to be
served. As it turned out, he preferred it
well done, with a side of regret.
His things were by the door. He'd
packed them up the night before,
counting socks and double and triple
checking to make sure he had his
toothbrush. He had no idea where he
was going to go, and therefore no real
concern for how he was going to get
there. The truck had a full tank of gas,
the weatherman said it was going to be
a bright and sunny day, and his laun
dry was all clean. His head became
piles of to-do lists that he meticulously
combed through while he lay in bed
the night before. The bed was cold.
When morning came he'd already
been up for several hours. The luggage
was in the back of the truck, the dog
was fed, he'd made a big breakfast. It
was one of the best meals he'd ever
cooked, and the worst he'd ever tasted.
He contented himself with eating a lit
tle of everything, and made sure the
dog was extra-well fed. The clock
hands seemed coated in molasses, they
moved so slowly.
He planned to leave when the sun
was up, give her a chance to come back
and talk to him about things. He was
still a man, no matter what the circum
stances, and he loved the woman that
he'd married more dearly than any
thing he could think of. He knew he
wasn't the smartest man who walked
the earth, or the strongest, or the
bravest or the wisest, but he liked to
think he knew wrong from right, how
to take care of the woman he loved and
how to provide for them both.
Nothing else had been on his mind of
late except wondering if he had done
right by her, if it had really somehow

been his fault, like she'd said. Was he
somehow to blame?
Some people had recommended
books for him to read. Others had told
him he should go and talk to marriage
counselors or mediators. But he didn't
want to get anyone else involved. Not
because he thought he knew every
thing—he knew that wasn't the case—
but because he didn't want the scope
of his troubles and impotencies affect
ing anyone else. These were his prob
lems, he knew that, and he would take
care of them as his heart and mind
saw fit.
The sun had started to color the sky
lighter and lighter, shades of blue
going to white, then yellow, the under
sides of the clouds more and more bril
liant shades of rose. There were more
clouds than expected, enough to make
the predominantly yellow light seem
colored in red, the shade of a young
girl's blush. He tried to stop himself
from smiling, remembering how she'd
blushed when they were in school
together, when he'd brought her roses
for the first time. His parents weren't
the wealthiest or most powerful peo
ple to walk this earth either, but they'd
brought him up right and had taught
him to treat a lady with respect and

prom together, then they'd graduated,
holding hands as they threw their caps
in the air. Then, that same night, he'd
gone to her father and asked if he had
the man's permission to marry his
daughter. He remembered how hon
ored he felt when the man shook his
hand and mumbled, "About damn
time." He remembered how she
blushed when they kissed after saying
their vows.
The sun was up all the way now. He
finished going through the checklists,
then came to the last one. He climbed
the stairs.
The door to the little pink room
opened slowly, and he stepped inside
as quietly as he could. Her hair was
golden, like her mother's, but everyone
said she had his eyes. He picked her
up gently, wrapping her in her unicorn
blankets and grabbing the little stuffed
pony she slept with.
"Mm. . .daddy?" she mumbled,
still sleepy.
"Did you pack your bag like I asked
you to?" he asked her.
"Mm-hm!" she nodded, rubbing
her eyes and smiling at him. "It's by
my dresser."
Holding his little girl in one arm, he
bent and picked up the pink and pur
——.—,—,

honor. He hadn't even known her
name when he'd given her those roses,
just that he loved her: the honest way
she smiled, the joyful life in her eyes,
the soft swell of her cheek. He'd
learned her name, and then where she
lived and what kind of music and
movies she liked, then he'd met her
parents, then they went to the senior

pie suitcase that was stuffed full of
clothes, toys and a little girl's jewelry.
He'd buy her anything she needed
along the way.
"All right, sweetheart," he said, "are
you ready?"
She looked at him right in the eyes,
in the completely genuine way that
only children can, and nodded. "Yup."

Carrying everything dear to him in
his arms, he came down the stairs and
walked outside. Bandit, the big mutt
he'd gotten his little girl for her fourth
birthday, jumped up into the back of
the truck and lay almost protectively
around the pink and purple suitcase.
Swallowing hard, the man set his little
girl down in the passenger seat, only
seven years old and already his whole
world. He made sure she was buckled
up, still wrapped in her unicorn blan
ket, and finished the last checklist. He
locked the door to his house.
When his former wife came home
later that day, she found no note, no
explanation, no papers, nothing. His
things were gone, her little girl's things
were gone. The man she'd spent the
night with walked in behind her, his
male-model good looks disgusting in
this almost sacred personal place. She
found her former husband's wedding
ring on his nightstand.
By the time she'd started crying that
he was gone, he was three states away,
driving through the Nevada desert.
He'd stopped for ice cream with his
daughter and let Bandit stretch his
legs. Talking with her, he'd decided
that they'd drive until they came to the
ocean, then find a place to stay. She
never once asked about her mother,
though she inevitably would. He knew
that. All he had to say when she did
was that he loved her, and he had
loved her mother, but he had known
when the woman that he loved had
become the woman who hated him,
who fought with him over nothing,
who would smack him and destroy his
heart by sleeping with other men and
not even having the courtesy to lie
about it. He knew that it was usually
men who did the abusing, but he had
been willing to take it. He took it until
the day the woman he had loved
dragged their little girl into it. The
moment that woman had called his
princess his child and not theirs he'd
had enough and he drew the line. That
day he'd filled the truck with gas and
begun making checklists in his head.
That had been yesterday. Today, he
had left, taking what remained of his
world with him.

Infiltrating Proliteracy Headquarters
by

Katie Caliva '10

Portfolio Editor
I work in a fortress, a solid citadel
constructed to protect the secrets of
pro-literacy advocates and bookmak
ers from...
Actually 1 have no flip
ping
clue who is supposed to
ESSAY
be kept out of the building,
but I do know who are the
primary recipients of this very success
ful endeavor—me and other free
lancers and interns, people who are
there for a reason. We're there to help
ESL proofs hit the printer and teachers
in rural West Virginia to meet the liter
acy needs of their students. But only
when we can get into the building.
Pretend that it's summer. You're a
young, excited intern ready to help
save the world by reading the same
manuscript 17 times and typing up
track lists for audio supplements to
textbooks. It's your second day and as
you pull into a parking space you real
ize that you have a problem. There are
only three points of entry to get you
inside the building (negotiating the
labyrinth that surrounds your desk is
another issue entirely) and none of
them are accessible to you. Two

require a key fob to open and the third
is tricky since it's controlled by the
receptionist who just quit but still
comes in every once in awhile on a
completly erratic schedule. So there
you are, all dressed up and nothing to
edit. Do you 1. Set off a car alarm and
hope that someone will get annoyed
enough to come out and investigate 2.
Loiter awkwardly by one of the doors
3. Ring the delivery service doorbell or
4. Call your boss on his Blackberry?
It was a tough choice that rendered
me motionless in the parking lot for
awhile. I ultimately decided on the loi
ter method, which proved effective for
the whole summer. It did, however,
come with a price: Accusatory glares
and the inevitable, "Who the <insert
expletive here> are you?" I can be
passably charming when I want to
though, and soon most of the building
knew about the "fob-less intern" that
spent most of her time lurking in pro
duction when she wasn't reading in
the lunch room.
Now skip ahead to December when
I returned to this stronghold to work
on a marketing project. The gig paid
well with flexible hours, but the night
before it started I was inexplicably
nervous. Driving the familiar road

between my house and the office I
understood the source of my unsettle
ment: I had to somehow infiltrate the
place. My boss had told me that a full
time receptionist had been hired while
I was gone, rendering the front door
functional once more, but I still
dragged my feet uncomfortably
through the parking lot. He was right
and I got in easily. . .on the first day.
After that, however, I kept finding the
main entrance shut with a sign telling
me to use the intercom to attract the
attention of someone who might let
me in. 'Might' being the operative
word here since the closest office to the
front desk is the HR director who finds
freelancers and interns to be a liability
that the company could do without.
I did the only thing that made sense;
I returned to loitering. It was moder
ately effective but potentially danger
ous since I live in Syracuse, NY where
temperatures sometimes drop so low
that the onset of frostbite can come in
under twenty minutes. Then there was
the other danger of the full-time
employees convinced that I was a
ne'er-do-well trying to get into the
building for some unseemly pur
pose-employees who were new or
thrown off by the fact that the long

haired intern from the summer had
morphed into an equally fob-less free
lancer with a bob.
One particularly brutal morning
started out with so much potential. I
was just getting out of my car when a
woman whom I recognized from the
finance department got out of her own
vehicle and headed for the door. I fell
in behind her, ready with a smile,
cheery good morning, and some blase
comment about the cold. I was thrown
off balance, figuratively and literally,
when she spun around in the door
way, blocking it with her tote bag in
lieu of a pike.
— Who are you.
— Kathryn? The production intern
from the summer? The current market
ing freelancer?
I desperately tried to ring some
bells, but her statement was not inter
rogative and I was embarrassingly
unsure of my own existence. After
another penetrating glance—she clear
ly had the type of x-ray vision that
could penetrate your soul—she let me
in. I wound my way to the back of the
building where I worked and decided
that next time I'd just lay siege to the
Krak de Chevaliers because it would
probably be a damn sight easier to sack
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Sign of the Apocalypse #264: Theatre of the Absurd
by

Lindsay Wengloski '10

Portfolio Staff
There's something positively, almost
intangibly, surreal about Florida. If
you've been, then you certainly know
what I mean: The pristine resorts,
blinding beachfront, fraESSAY grantflowers, hotel work
ers all smiles and hellos, not
a drop of trash in sight.
It's paradise, now with walker-lanes
on the sidewalk and complimentary
Metamucil tablets at breakfast. It's
Florida-Theatre of the Absurd. As
soon as you board a plane Sunshine
State-bound, you can tell the differ
ence. There are more children around
than is normal for the flying demo
graphic of folks. This means more
screaming, more drooling, and —most
importantly—more opportunities for
making goofy faces at toddlers. It's an
aerial comedy show. You smirk at one
ankle-biter; they show you their
Incredible Hulk impression, complete
with 'hulking out' sound effects and
fist-smashing, all at 7,000 feet. You'd
have to pay for this kind of craziness if
you weren't flying Southwest (where
comedy is complimentary, just like the
salty snacks).
You might lean back, thinking about
Fight Club's commentary on airline
manuals, landing procedures, and
oxygen masks (used to relax panicked
passengers so they're "as calm as
Hindu cows"), and overhear a conver
sation a row or so back. Father and
daughter. An early childhood discus
sion dances nervously around the twin
subjects of mortality and federal avia
tion safety requirements. And lucky
for you, the tyke seems to be in the
"perpetual question" phase of devel
opment—a personal favorite! It all
makes for a very interesting interroga
tion to listen to:
"Daddy, why are there oxygen
masks on the plane?"
"In case we need them, sweetie."
"But why would we need them?"
"Just in case."
At this point, the flight attendants
move on to another uncomfortable
topic: the life-preserver and water
landings. While the life-preserver

inflation causes the daughter to lose
her train of thought, the question-lull
doesn't last long. ..
"Why do we need life-preservers?
Aren't we flying in the air?"
"Well. . .yes. .
The father's clearly
nervous at this point.
"So why do they have them? Are we
going swimming?"
"Yes! Yes we are! In Disney World!!"
Conversational shifting at its finest.
Another strange thing about flying
to Florida is that there are fewer bald
ing businessmen heading out for a
quick meeting and more balding men
sporting Hawaiian-print ensembles
that could blind Stevie Wonder. The
same fashionista complaints apply to
Panama Jack's better half most of the
time. The women flying out to Florida
sport hats that are clearly the lovechild of a Sunday churchgoer and a
Stepford Wife. You know, the big, flop
py white beach numbers with margin
ally obnoxious accessories attached
somewhere on the brim? Try not to sit
next to them, they might attack.
There are also the grandparents
with their hearing aids turned off, the
foreigners patiently trying to tell the
flight attendants what kind of juice
they want (in a translation mishap,
they wind up with Diet Coke instead),
the people who aren't sure they'll land
early enough to get into the theme
parks, and the nervous young flyers
headed for Grandma and Grandpa's
House o' Fun for winter break.
Rocketing down the runway, it's a
gigantic mishmash of America,
bedecked in floral prints and already
smelling of Banana Boat sunscreen,
crammed together like a bunch of
pleasantly dysfunctional sardines.
And when you get off the plane, it's
much the same. More than the sun
shine and the oranges (Florida: Where
the Citrus Comes From), it's the
dreamlike haze across the state that
hits you. . .along with the sunshine.
There's the Salvador Dali museum
in one city—because if the man with
the mustache and melting clocks isn't
surreal, I don't know what is. There's
the African drum circle at midnight
led by a woman so pale she glows in
the dark. There's a group of 20-odd

men—men in Speedos, to be precise—
playing volleyball on the beach, com
pletely oblivious to the rest of the
world. This strange gaggle passes a
couple, well past their prime, who are
striking poses in revealing bathing
suits normally worn by younger, more
toned bodies such like David Beckham
and the Victoria's Secret posse. Then
there are the kids who are imploring
the New Ager doing henna designs to
paint Scooby Doo instead of a mandala
on their wrists.

The New York pizza joint nestled in
between the Mexican restaurant, just
down the street from a billowing
German flag. The Christmas lights
wrapped around palm trees. The bird
sanctuary—the largest in the United
States, in fact!—crammed between two
resorts and stuffed amidst strip malls
and unassuming bungalows. A
strangely mystifying mixture, a pas
tiche!
Talk about getting away from it all!

Brain Waves
by Nicole Amaral 'io
Asst. Portfolio Editor

I assemble the better parts of the day
for routine pre-dreaming analysis.
I am a thinker, not so much a doer; a problem
that the books say can be remedied in a few easy steps.
There are some decent ideas, but none are appl icable
in a place I only loosely label 'real ity.'

I keep my files messy. It's not very efficient,
but I pick and choose my good habits.
II ike to fill my to-do I ist with things I've already done.
Accompl ishment is a matter of perspective.

My backspace has always been broken.
Thoughts full of typos ramble on and drown out the good ones.
I hear what I want to hear,
but I'm not a very good I istener.

Daydream of a Temporal Trireme
by Bobby Bretz '12
Portfol io Staff

Thirteen seconds ago I had I ittle to show
For the work of the four seconds prior
From the first of the four I was flat on the floor
Set al ight in my hero's attire

In the seconds between I was but seventeen
Though I think my expression could hide it
And my conscience was clean but I hurt the machine
So I forfeit the bl iss it provided
A second ago and the month was a doe
Just I ike every second before it
And a second from now a new month will see how
Such a similar youth is awarded
Every second that flows has a gross undertow
That may carry you back to the worst
Every second is time without reason or rhyme
But at least each one follows a first
Every second I weather you'll see me together
Bound up with my dreams to the mast
A continuum twist and my time-ship does I ist
As it founders and sinks in the past.

Doesn’t your writing deserve a
better medium?
Submit your poetry, prose, and
artwork to Portfolio instead!

cowl.portfolio@gmai1.com
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A Black Man in Russia
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107 Minutes in Hell
Conor Leary '11
Portfolio Staff

by

Nailor '12
Portfolio Staff

by Tom

I stand, tall and proud
a mockery, all thanks
to the color of my skin.
Dressed in Hannibal's finery,
a fool's portrait of mil itary might
and widespread infamy.
But Rome is no more, and,
free the dread of one old man.
Merely this mad Russian king
who sees the color of my skin
as a sign of my power, my might.
Even while I'm a monkey, a clown
to the others, I exist here,
standing, the colossus at Rhodes
carved in ebony, and yet,
I've faced no Scipio, never
commanded an army,
(and plus, I'm deathly afraid of elephants).

Rebelling Against Nurture
Alex BetGeorge '11

success cannot be attributed to himself
alone: a name declaring personal
weakness. So began the first of many
In French, the phrase bien eleve, alter encroachments of failure on my moth
nately mal eleve, is used to refer respec er's efforts.
But she tried to counter them, sign
tively to the polite or impolite state of
one's comportment. The closest trans ing up my siblings and I for countless
lation to English is likely to after-school activities. I recall at one
ESSAY be well- or ill-bred, which point my brother and I did five each,
naturally connotes the but neglecting to mention my little sis
quality of one's upbringing, ter's involvement would deny the total
thus implying the role of one's parents number of activities as thirteen.
in their children's lives. In French cul Should college admission boards have
ture, mal eleve is often taken as a term reviewed grammar school accomplish
ments, I would certainly have made it
of disrespect to one's parents.
The answer to the dilemma of into Harvard. That of course, might
whether or not my mother raised me have happened only if I sustained the
for the purpose of avoiding such quality and number of my grammar
insult, thus maintaining her reputation school accomplishments as I grew
as Immaculate Suburban Mother Who older and gained independence from
Does It All, still troubles me even now. my mother. The significant incon
Did my mother raise me, my brother, gruity in "greatness" achieved cumu
and my sister for the benefit of her latively between my siblings and
own social stand
myself in our ele
ing, or because she
mentary and high
loved us? The first
school years is a
She has had plentiful
case should be
clear testament to
merely a discon
opportunity to scorn me and
my mother's failure:
nected result of the
my sibl ings and has made full The nature of her
latter, not the moti
contributions did
use of it. None of her
not manifest itself
vation for it. For it
to have served as disgraced offspring can walk in in her children's
the door without being
independent char
motivation to main
reminded of their fallen state acters. Driving her
tain her reputation
would make my by the greeting of an icy glare. children to all of
their activities was
mother's
actions
not entirely without
inherently selfish.
a purpose.
Regardless of her
To offer another viewpoint on a pre
ultimate intentions, my mother
deemed it worthwhile to invest her viously discussed topic, contributing
time in her children. And also regard extensive effort to the raising of one's
less of her ultimate intentions, her children gives them license to scorn
decision would carry consequences the children later if they fail. In adopt
with the potential to be either positive ing this conviction, my mother has
or negative. To not put effort into the escaped the sting of any mutterings
rearing of one's children is greatly that her children were mal eleve.
She has had plentiful opportunity to
emancipating: A parent need not feel
ashamed for raising them erroneously, scorn my siblings and me and has
as they would not have made effort in made full use of it. None of her dis
vain. But to avoid the shame com graced offspring can walk in the door
pletely, such parents must effectively without being reminded of their fallen
make themselves ignorant of their fail state by the greeting of an icy glare.
ure of duty.
But to her credit, such looks are accom
My mother, however, sought to panied by a vocal welcome of convinc
ascertain her investment's success in ingly warm intonations. She doles out
the very beginning by giving her chil praise in a similar manner: "I am so
dren names hopefully indicative of proud of you," her lips say while her
future prominence. She named me eyes declare otherwise.
Alexandra, "defender of man," my
Such Machiavellian tactics allow my
brother, Maximilian, "greatness," and mother to ostensibly keep the untaint
her youngest, Tara, referring to the Hill ed intentions of her parenting in place.
of Tara, the seat of kings in ancient
And yet, human beings are not con
Ireland. But in an act of rebellion mir sistent creatures. They are hypocritical
roring those of the sixties, my sister because of their imperfect nature.
changed her name to Gabriella at the However, this weak quality opens up a
age of four. Hebrew translation: "God positive possibility in the case of my
is my strength." It is a name that mother: She raised her children par
directly demonstrates an individual's tially for her own sake, but partially
dependence upon a source other than for theirs.
oneself, meaning that an individual's
by

Portfolio Staff

It was 9:36 in the morning.
The school day was just beginning
to pick up speed as most of the kids
savored the first break of the day. I was
gathering some things from
FICTION my locker, stuffing my massive biology book into my
bag and squishing my
paperback reading for the bus in the
process. I yawned, feeling my body
resort to a more tranquil state, the
sounds of shoving students and clang
ing lockers drifting away. The heat of
the hallway seemed to evaporate and a
chill scratched down my spine, elimi
nating the illusion of the warm blan
kets of my bed swaddling me in a com
forting womb. I opened my eyes, tears
settling on my eyelids from exhaus
tion. I reached to dry them and
dropped my bag. The noise it made
when it crashed to the floor, when the
unbuckled flap spewed out every last
book, was louder than I could ever
imagine. It was a pop in my ear.
There were always things that other peo
ple saw that I didn't.
I turned away from my spilled
belongings, now being stomped on by
the passing student body, the hectic
surroundings tearing my attention
away from painstakingly organizing
every last book and ball-point pen
back into place.
People were rushing too quickly to
classes, which resumed at 10:02 a.m.
sharp, knowing how some of the teach
ers had red pens sharper than swords
to catch any student tardy from break
with pink slips and detention.
Someone else dropped their book bag
and again, the noise was unbelievable
in my mind. When another bag fell
and it was the same sound, I knew that
whatever prank people were playing
had gone too far. The principal was
shoving his way through the hostile
current, his bald head glistening like
the golden shield of a badge on any
officer of the peace's chest. It usually
alerted the students when they had
done something wrong, the hairless
space bestowing a lighthouse's warn
ing. "Land ho," the guilty students
would mumble before settling into
their excuses of why they had put soap
in the water fountains.
To avoid the principal's accusatory
gaze, I resolved to crouch to the floor
and begin the obsessive process of
slipping every book into my bag in
order of their necessity. Biology first,
followed by history, then French, and
mathematics, shoved out of sight, out
of mind. The book I read on the bus
ride, Nineteen Minutes, had been man
gled by my biology anthology, a num
ber of pages I hadn't even reached
were folded and dog-eared. When
another bag crashed to the floor, I
whipped around. I'd been shot, men
tally wounded by the realization that
no bags other than mine had fallen.
The noise was compressed air pressing
one bullet from its narrow chamber to
incite terror. I lurched away from the
first victim. The principal lay on the
floor in a red puddle. The lighthouse's
light had been shattered and now,
everyone was blind.
I learned its pathway, wondered why.
The hallway was empty in a matter
of moments but in no way did I muffle
the sound of my trembling lungs. My
ears were ringing in a chorus of highpitched squeals, noises that should
never invade the human mouth. There
were others in the hall, but they
weren't as concrete as I was, my fear
drowning me and leaving me unable
to move. The principal was dead from
the gunshot to his stomach, bleeding
out in a state of unconsciousness that
went undisturbed by the sea of fren
zied feet. His deathly waterbed had
been spread by Sketchers and Nikes,
fleeing footprints illustrating the zeal
ous intake of oxygen for one's saving
breath. My eyes followed the fading
pathways and my mind conjured the

images of the bewildered students,
crowded into a singular hallway like
concentration camp prisoners, push
ing and shoving to cringe away from
their identical fates. There was a girl
sitting up against a lower locker,
propped like some forgotten doll, her
eyes lifeless. She looked at the ceiling
but instead of seeing the removable
panels and fluorescent lights, I knew
she saw something I couldn't. A bullet
had lodged inside her ribcage and she
had expired. I wouldn't know her.
Lying in the center of the floor, I rec
ognized Jeff Tyson. He was looking at
me; his mangled neck stretched back,
brown eyes tainted by red spots.
Petechiae, I learned in biology, were
tiny blood vessels that, under extreme
trauma, burst. Jeff's baseball cap
cringed beneath the weight of his
heavy skull and his varsity jacket was
covered in red spatter. He was like any
other jock any high school would have
cherished: Athletic, handsome, coura
geous. He was the kind of guy who
threw a 90-mile-per-hour strike to win
the State Championship,
dated the hottest girl in
school, and rolled with a
posse that influenced
his every move. I'll no
longer
remember
how his friends
used to mock me,
more than one of
my paperbacks a
victim to their child
ish games of LoserIn-The-Middle.
I
used to hate him
for not stopping

his idiotic friends from torturing the
nerds, who even in gym class, an aca
demic demonstration of exercise,
couldn't muster the confidence to
throw a ball better than a girl. I
watched him once the crowd had dis
persed, after a bullet had tom an artery
in his thigh. His friends ran, unlocking
some track talent they never knew
they had. He was left alone to thrash in
pain, screaming and hollering for help.
I crawled out of my hiding place for
him. I did not remember the gunman.
I reached him and he thrashed
around, grabbing me so forcefully. I
felt the pain searing through him, felt
my pants drowning in the puddle
forming from him, felt the sting of
every single screaming nerve as he
looked into my eyes. His face was wet,
broken, tears sliding down his cheeks.
He held onto me and I just sat there
with him, unable to help.
I can’t want to know what it was think
ing. It had no face, so it had no mind.
I couldn't tell if he was dead. Jeff
had stopped thrashing. His thrashes,
wild like the prey of a tiger shark
fighting for release, had turned into
trembles, like he was nervous. He
muttered to me incoherently about
game-day jitters and being on the
mound. His cold hands never unbound
my wrists. When the trembles turned
into hesitant quivers, I heard some
thing—a stuttered prayer? —and then
the words, "thank you." Then he
stopped talking.
I looked up from my lap for the first
time. It stood in front of me, black jack
et over its chest, black sleeves wrap
ping its arms, black hood covering its
face. I didn't see the gun it held, the
commanding baton it had conducted
its tragedy with. I didn't see it, I didn't
even try to see beyond its hood. I
stared into its unblinking eye, down
the barrel of the weapon. The trigger
slept, exhausted. It said nothing. The
gun disappeared and once the shadow
was gone, I left Jeff on the floor. I
crawled back beneath my locker and
touched the cold metal.
At 11:23 a.m., there was one final shot.
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What would you like to see at the
Super Bowl halftime show this year?

"Bruce Springsteen!!"
Kristen Desmarais '10, Teddy Myers '10

"The ZOOperstars!"
Tom Fitzgerald '11, Will Mastrianna 'll,
Deanna Roncaioli '11

Carly Mance '10, Lizzie Reilly '09, Julie Smith '10,

"We are totally happy with Bruce!"
Kevin Hooper '12, Jeff Folker '12

The Spice Girls!!"
Katie LaRoche 09, Pete Conte '09

"I just want to see my baby sister up
there again!"
-Michael Jackson
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Jeff Xavier

Katy Beach

Men's Basketball
Senior—Pawtucket, R.I.

Women's Hockey

Senior—Cleveland, Ohio

Xavier led the Friars with 20 points in a win
over Seton Hall and (Syracuse game?)

Beach led the Women's Hockey Team to con
secutive wins against Boston University.
Beach now has eight goals on the season.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday, 1/22

Friday, 1/30

Men's Basketball at Seton Hall

Men's Hockey vs. Boston College

W, 98-93 (OT)

7:30 p.m.

Saturday 1/31

Friday 1/23
Women's Swim & Dive vs. Drexel

L, 136-95

Women's.Swim & Dive vs. Holy Cross

11:00 a.m.

Men's Swim & Dive vs. Drexel

L, 152-85

Men's Swim & Dive vs. Holy Cross

11:00 a.m.

Men's Hockey vs. Northeastern

Women's Hockey vs. Connecticut

1:00 p.m.

Women's Track at Terrier Invitational

L, 3-1
Individual Results

Women's Basketball vs. Louisville

2:00 p.m.

Men's Track at Terrier Invitational

Individual Results

Men's Hockey vs. Merrimack

7:00 p.m.

Saturday 1/24

Tennis at St. Peters

1:30 p.m.

Men's Basketball at Connecticut

4:00 p.m.

Men's Swim & Dive vs. Villanova

L, 140-84

Women's Hockey vs. BU

W, 2-0

Sunday 2/1

Women's Basketball at Seton Hall

W, 59-51

Women's Hockey at Connecticut

Men's Hockey at Northeastern

L, 6-3 .

1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 2/3
Women's Basketball at Cincinatti

Sunday 1/25
Women's Hockey at BU

7:00 p.m.

W, 2-1

Wednesday, 2/4
Men's Basketball vs. Villanova

Tuesday, 1/27
Women's Basketball at Villanova

8:00 p.m.

L, 64-48

Wednesday 1/28
Men's Basketball vs. Syracuse

W, 100-94

Standings
Women's Hockey East (1/28)

Men's Big East Basketball (Top 10) (1/28)

Team

Hockey East
W
L
Pts

2

Boston College

10

3

3

UNH

8

2

2

Providence

9

3

18

1

Connecticut

9

4

14

6
4

BU
Northeastern

8
5

5

Vermont
Maine

Team

Big East
W
L

Marquette

7

0

18

Louisville

6

0

15

Connecticut

7

1

Pittsburgh

6

2

Providence

6

2

Villanova

4

3

16

West Virginia

4

3

Overall
W
L

18

15

Syracuse

5

4

17

5

Cincinatti

4

4

14

7

Georgetown

3

5

12

7

21

Overall
W
L

I

16

5'

3

19

13

5

5

19

14

10

2

18

17

7

2

6
8

16
10

11

9

5

10

12

2

3

10

6

5

20

1

1

n

3

4

19

2
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SPORTS
BOSS: Threes
Are Falling
continued from back page
Taking a look at the Big East stand
ings may cause some to do a doubletake. No, it is not a typo; the Friars are
in the top half. In a conference where
nine of its 16 teams have spent time in
the national top-25 polls, our Friars are
holding their own.
Their 6-2 start, especially the win
against Syracuse, gives PC and their
fans the chance to have a serious dis
cussion about the NCAA Tournament.
As of this week, some national ana
lysts have included the Friars on their
list of "bubble teams."
We must examine, however, the six
conference wins. Five has come
against the bottom of the Big East
standings. The good news is that the
Friars took care of business, and
defeated the teams they needed to,
including a valuable sweep of
Cincinnati, the team predicted by most
to finish just below the Friars.
The victory over Syracuse will serve
as a "signature" win. They also had
two chances this month, on the road
against Georgetown and at home
against Marquette, but were unable to
capitalize. Both times the Friars had
control of the game, but let things slip
away.
More opportunities are certainly on
the horizon. Aside from this week's

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Weyinmi Efejuku has fared well
under Coach Davis' offense. The guard
is averaging 13.4 points per game.
contest with the Orange, the Friars'
remaining Big East calendar is loaded
with top teams. On the road the Friars
will face Connecticut, Louisville, West
Virginia, and Villanova. At home
they'll face Villanova, Notre Dame,
and Pittsburgh. ESPN's Pat Forde
called these "no-hope" games for PC. I
disagree. The Friars have shown they
can play with the best; they just
haven't been able to finish. Only one
game
this
year,
Baylor
on
Thanksgiving, could have been con
sidered a blow-out. This is a different
team now. They've been able to
improve as the season has progressed.
If the Friars can win two of these socalled "no-hope" games (Syracuse
included) and finish the job with the
rest, things can become interesting
come Selection Sunday.
Those included in "the rest" are the
home and home series with Rutgers
and a trip to Tampa to play South
Listen to Ryan Holt live on 91.3 FM
WDOM on Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. E-mail
Ryan at rholt@providence.edu

RENT THE BEST HOUSE OFF CAMPUS!

Available 6/1/09
Large brick Colonial with full kitchen, high
speed internet in every bedroom, off street
parking, fireplace, washer-dryer, alarm
system
Located at 309 Huxley Ave.
Contact M. Perry at mper7124@cox.net or
334-4045
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Twelve Friars Qualify
for Big East Meet
by

Chris Torello '11

Sports Staff
The Men's and Women's Indoor Track
Coach Ray Treacy commented on the
Boston University Indoor Track facilities
as being "One of the finest facilities in
the nation and will serve as a great place
for competition and challenges when it
comes time to qualify for the Big East
and
National
Championships."
Well his team certainly took advantage of
the Terrier Classic, as both men and women
runners set severe; personal bests, as well as
twelve Big East qualifying times.
On the men's side, junior Hayden
McLaren placed third in the mile with a
time of 4:00.28, followed by freshman
Dominic Channon. Channon took ninth
in a time of 4:06.86 and sophomore
Stephen Hankinson followed up in 26th
place with a time of 4:15.44. All three
speedsters qualified for the Big
East
Championships at the Armory in N.Y.
The Friars had one runner qualify for
the Big East in the 3,000 meters in fresh
man David McCarthy, whose stellar
cross-country season has carried over
into the winter indoor season. McCarthy
led the way finishing in third place
(8:02.42), a personal-best, and sopho
more Nicholas Barao finished in 20th
place (8:26.95), also a personal-best.
In the 5,000 meters, senior Richard
Yeates finished seventh at 14:19.40, a
personal-best. Senior Charlie Dewey
ran the 800 meters in 1:50.93. In the
1,000 meters, Senior Nick Berluti ran a
personal-best time of 2:27.68. These
shining performances earned each Friar
speedster a Big East qualifying time.
The Women's Indoor Track Team
returned to racing on Friday, January 23
at the Boston University Terrier Classic.
The Friars posted impressive times in
the distance events, having five runners
qualify based on performance for the
Big East Championships on Saturday
and Sunday, Feb. 21 and 22.
Four of the Friars qualified for the
Big East in the 3,000 meters, which
serves as a testament to the potency
of the Friars' distance squad. Junior
Krystal Douglas was sixth (9:40.05),
senior Katie DiCamillo was seventh
(9:41.06),
freshman
Hannah
Davidson was eighth (9:41.88) and

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Junior Krystal Douglas was the first
Friar finisher in the 3,000 meters at the
Terrier Invirational by taking sixth
place in 9:40.05.
freshman Mary Kate Champagne
was 11th (9:47.78).
Providence's only runner in the 1,000
meter event was senior Katie Elliot who
posted an outstanding personal-best
and a Big East qualifying performance
with a time of 2:54.15, good enough for
a top ten finish. Sophomore Julie Wolf
placed 39th overall in the 400-meters,
running a time of 1:01.51, followed by
junior Caitlin Lawrence who took 50th
place
in
a
time
of
(1:02.58).
Both the men and the women will com
pete at the Giegengack Invitational at
Yale University beginning on Friday, Feb.
6.

Thank you to all who participated in the

PC/URI 'We Can Do It' Food Drive.
With your help we raised 2,000 pounds
of food to help hunger in Rhode Island

Rhode Island
College
Blood Drive!

Providence

HOOPS:
continued from back page
They came for a win and that's
what they got.
On Wednesday, Jan. 28, Friar fans
packed the Dunk to see the
Providence College Men's Basketball
Team upset 15th ranked Syracuse
100-94. The scattered orange shirts
throughout the arena, wer not nearly
enough to stifle the excitement of the
black and white. After witnessing a
marquee home win slip away from
Providence just 10 days ago against
Marquette, Friar Fanatics were anx
ious to see their team pull-off a cru
cial Big East victory against a
banged-up squad of Orange men.
"Our guys were trying so hard
and the crowd really got them
going," said Head Coach Keno
Davis. "It was an incredible crowd—
our best crowd of the year. Our stu
dent section was unbelievable and I
give them a lot of credit for our victo
ry tonight."
However, it is not the fans who win
the game. When it comes down to it,
the Friars were able to seal this victory
because of skill and talent that has sig
nificantly grown throughout the sea
son.
"This ball club is finding ways to
win and finding different ways each
game-whether it is our three-point
shooting, our three-point defense, or
our rebounding"
said
Davis.
"Tonight after unbelievable efforts
by top Syracuse players the way we
found a win was to not turn the ball
over and to create more opportuni
ties from outstanding effort from our
guys."
Davis and the team knew that a
win over nationally ranked Syracuse
was not going to be easy.
"Syracuse is a good team. We
knew they were going to make a run
and we expected them to make a
couple shots— so when they got up
it was just a matter of us answering
back and that's what we were able to
do," said Junior Sharaud Curry.
Curry led Providence with 22
points, with six other Friars finishing
the game with double digits. PC
continually burned the Syracuse
zone for easy buckets on the
inside while also getting great
looks from the outside. One such
player that took advantage of
some open three's was sophomore
Marshon Brooks who tallied 17 for
the night, including a huge three
down the stretch.
The play of Providence big men
was arguably the best Friar fans
have seen all season. Versatile sen
ior foward Geoff McDermott fin
ished with 15 points to go along
with six rebounds and senior
Randall Hanke added 12 points
and six rebounds of his own. The
unsung hero of the game was
without a doubt, senior Jonathon
Kale who played arguably his
finest game as a Friar, pitching in
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14 points and six boards.
It was the first time the Friars had
scored 100 points in Big East play since
Feb. 29, 2004. It also was the first time
Providence had beaten Syracuse since
Feb. 7, 2004.
For Curry and all of the other Friar
veterans, this has been a long awaited
and well deserved win.
"It feels great, this is the biggest win
for me since I've been here," said
Curry. "We beat Marquette my sopho
more year but I wasn't in that game so
this is a big game for me and I'm just
excited we were able to pull it off."
In the opening minutes of the sec
ond half, Curry hit a deep three and
McDermott was able to steal the ensu
ing Orange inbound pass for a strong
finish to a three-point play.
Against the Orangemen Curry per
formed what was arguably the best
play seen from him all season demon
strating his huge presence on the court.
"It's huge, it's what we were missing
last year, he's key, he's the motor that
makes us run," said Senior Jonathan
Kale. "You see it on the court and it
speaks volumes."
For the first time since the 2000-2001
season and the fourth time ever, the
Friars are now 6-2 in Big East play.
"We are a great team. Our record
just shows the fight in us and proves
that we are ready to compete," said
Kale.
It is an attitude like this that
Providence will need to carry them
into a huge four-game stretch that fea
tures games against two other ranked
foes (UConn and Villanova) and anoth
er (West Virginia) that is knocking on
the door of the Top 25.
"Every game in the big east game is
tough, but we can't let down our guard
because the difference between the top
half of this league and the bottom half
is very slim," said Davis. "We're going
to enjoy every victory and every game
and hope we come out on the right side
of things."
Prior to the big win against the
Orange the Friars took care of business
on the road with a win over Seton Hall
on Thursday, Jan. 22. Although play on
the court wasn't always pretty for the
Friars, they were able to do something
that they too frequently were unable to
do under former head coah Tim Welsh;
win a Big East Road game.
After playing even for the first nine
and a half minutes of action, the Friars
created some separation from the
Pirates, going on an 11-3 run and
eventually opening up a 41-27 lead
with just under five minutes remain
ing in the first half. Keying the
Providence run was senior guard Jeff
Xavier who drained four three-point
ers in the first half, as well as junior
Sharaud Curry who nailed home two
three-pointers and ran the offense effi
ciently. However, PC's defensive
intensity dwindled towards the end of
the half, allowing Seton Hall to creep
back into the game. After trailing by
14, the Pirates closed the first half on a
15-4 run, thanks in large part to the
play of sophomore scoring sensation,
Jeremy Hazell who torched the
Friars for 11 points over the final 5

Men's Basketball
vs. Villanova
Providence
Wed.
8:00 p.m. at The Dunk'
Ryan Gomes bobblehead night!
‘First 1,500 fans will receive the bobblehead

Wednesday, February 4 and
Thursday February 5
12pm-7pm in ’64 Hall.

All donors will receive a coupon for a free slice of
pizza and soda from LaSalle Pizzeria.
Give blood, save three lives!

Friar Men's Ice Hockey

WHITE OUT
Providence vs. Boston College
Fri. Jan. 30th at 7:30 p.m.
*First 2,000 Ians will receive a free skating friar T-shirt
__________ Doors open to Schneider Arena at 6:3D p.m.
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Up and Down Week for Women's Basketball
by

Alexis Smith '12

Sports Staff
A disappointing defeat for the
Providence College Women's Basketball
Team occurred Tuesday, Jan. 27, at The
Pavilion in Villanova, Penn.. The Friars
lost 64-48 to the Wildcats
of Villanova University.
WOMEN'S
Providence is now 8-12
HOOPS overall and 2-5 in the Big
East, while Villanova is
now 12-8 overall and 4-2 in the Big East.
In the final 7:37 of the first half
Providence was held scoreless, but came
back to end the half only trailing by nine.
The score was 26-17 at halftime.
The Friars had a 17-15 lead when
they shot their final basket of the half,
but were outshot 11-0 in the final sec
onds prior to halftime. They connected
on nine of 23 attempts from the field in
the half; Villanova also gained six
three point buckets. Providence, how
ever, only connected on six of 23
attempts from the field and went 1-5
from the three-point arc. Wildcat
Laura Kurz scored 11 of the Wildcats'
total 26 points. Senior Chelsea
Marandola, paced the Friars with
seven points in the opening 20 minutes
of play.
The second half started with a 6-0
Villanova run which gave the Wildcats a
32-17 advantage. Sophomore Mi-Khida
Hankins, at 16:43, halted the run with a
three-point play. The score was 32-20,
but the Friars sought out insurance.
The game continued on to a deficit
of more than 20 points for the
Wildcats. Kurz gave Villanova a 31
point lead when she recorded a threepoint play with only 5:46 left on the
clock. The score was 58-27.
Providence managed to gain only
seven field goals in the second half.
Three came in the final minute. Even
though they did not have a good

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Junior Emily Cournoyer scored a team-high 17 points and notched a careerhigh eight blocked shots in the Friars' 59-51 victory over Seton Hall on
Saturday, Jan. 24.
shooting night from the field they
were able to hit an impressive 15 of 16
attempts from the free-throw line.
The night finished with Marandola's
team-best of 12 points and on
Villanova's high-powered offense, Kurz
led all of their scorers with 22 points.
Tia Grant added 10 points.
Prior to Tuesday's game, the Friars
ended their four game losing streak on
Saturday, Jan. 24, against Seton Hall.

HOCKEY: Guts to Glory
continued from back page
scoreless tie early in the third and
finalized four minutes later when
Pehkonen snuck in an insurance strike.
"Every game (from here on out) is
going to have ramifications upon seed
ings and home ice," Deraney added.
Mindful of that, the Friars translated
playoff-like guts into glory over the
weekend. In the young minutes of
Saturday's third period, sophomore
winger Jean O'Neill let a close-range
slapper from BU point patroller Sarah
Appleton bank off the Skating Friar
insignia on her sweater.
But she kept eyeing the action in
enough time to ensurg that Martin was
safely getting things into breakout mode.
O'Neill then took to the bench and gave
way to Pam McDevitt, who would
absorb Martin's forward shipment in the
neutral zone and leave a rebound at the
BU net for Beach to rake home.
"It just takes a lot of hard work from
everyone," shrugged the plucky

O'Neill, who healed in time for her
next shift. "I think we're all willing to
lay our bodies down on the line for the
team, and that's just what happened.
But we ultimately got a good break on
the play, so it was exciting."
Moments later, senior Erin Normore
went down after taking a searing puck to
the shin and had to be escorted off the ice
by Beach and Martin. But she too would
swiftly return. Well enough to assist on
Beach's go-ahead, power play goal the
following day at 6:11 of the third period.
With both deciders on the weekend
to her credit, Beach now has eight
career game-clinchers, three of them
coming against the Terriers.
"Beach is a great linemate to play
with," said O'Neill, who had tied
Sunday's game in the final minute of the
opening stanza. "She's always hustling,
a real speed player, and just taking it to
the net. She's a big help to our team."

Providence defeated the Pirates in a 5951 victory at Walsh Gymnasium in
South Orange, NJ. Providence's victory
marked Seton Hall's third consecutive
loss. It was the Friar's first victory over
the Hallin over three years, dating back
to Jan. 18, 2006.
Junior Emily Coumoyer led the team
to victory with 17 points and a careerhigh of eight blocked shots and eight
boards. She put Providence in the

lead in the first half with seven
points, followed by six points from
sophomore point guard Trinity Hull
and another six from Hankins.
Hull scored a career-high with nine
rebounds and gave Providence a 31-19
lead heading into the second half off of
a fast break layup. Meanwhile, Pirate
Noteicha Womack led her team's firsthalf effort with five points.
Seton Hall was only able to gain one
field goal and six free throws in the
final 10:54 of the first half. In addition,
the Providence defense held the
Pirates scoreless for a 5:24 stretch. The
defense performed at a high level in
the opening 20 minutes of the game,
holding Seton Hall to a 17.2 percent
shooting average (5-29). Seven blocked
shots, four steals, and a 50 percent
shooting average were recorded for
the Friars from the field in the half.
The second half heated up when
Seton Hall's offense tied the game at 41
with only 8:47 left on a 22-11 scoring
run. Providence regained the lead by
two, taking the score to 43-41 off of a
Coumoyer bucket at 8:04. Then with
6:33 left on the clock the Pirates tied it
again at 45, but the Friars never dueled
to the end. They outscored the Pirates
14-6 down the stretch to hold on for the
well-earned and emphatic win.
Providence had a season-high of 12
shots blocked and outrebounded
Seton Hall by seven boards (40-33).
Both Hull and Coumoyer completed
the game with double figures and
Hankins chipped in with 12 points. Jadis
Rhodin and Nicole Embry each netted
15 points for Seton Hall and Noteisha
Womack brought in 13 rebounds.
Providence returns to the court on
Saturday, Jan. 31, against No. 6
Louisville in Alumni Hall/Mullaney
Gymnasium at Providence College.
The tip-off is scheduled for 2:00 p.m.

LaSalle Pizza

Mozzarella Sticks
Beer Battered Onion Rings
Chicken Quesadilla
Jalapeno Poppers
LaSalle Fries
Buffalo or BBQ Wings

$5.25
$4.95
$6.95
$5.25
$2.95
7 Piece
15 Piece $7.75

10" Medium
$8.95
Cheese Pizza: $5.45
Each Topping: $1.25

$5.25

14” Large
$11.95
Cheese Pizza: $8.95
Each Topping: $1.50

Margarita
Fresh diced tomatoes, chopped garlic, olive oil, basil & mozzarella.
Buffalo Chicken Pizza
Grilled chicken, buffalo sauce and the LaSalle cheese blend.
Chicken Pesto
Grilled chicken, fresh garlic, sliced tomatoes on a pesto-ricotta base
and a sprinkle of the LaSalle cheese blend.
Veggie Deluxe
Portobello mushrooms, red onions, black olives, roasted red peppers
spread over our homemade pizza sauce topped with provolone and
mozzarella cheese blend.
Bacon Barbecue Chicken
Our Special Barbecue Sauce is used instead of pizza sauce combined
with grilled chicken, bacon, onions and mozzarella cheese for the best
barbecue pizza on campus!

The Friars Club
Interested in joining the Friars Club?

LaSalle Cheese Steak
$5.95
Thanksgiving Day $5.95
The Big Bird
$5.95
Veggie Delight
$5.95

For Sophomores:
Interviews He Id: Tuesday, February 3 and Thursday, February 5
from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm in Feinstein

Roast Beef
$5.95
Meatball Parmigiani
$5.95
Chicken Parm
$5.95
Bacon Lovers BLT
$4.95

For Juniors:
Interviews held: Tuesday, February 24 and Thursday, February 26
from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm in Feinstein

Buy Any Pizza and the get the second of equal or
lesser value for FREE (pick up orders only)
K _______ ————
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Friars’ Five-Game Unbeaten Streak Snapped by NU
by

the net for his second goal of the game.
The Huskies never looked back,
adding one more goal in the third peri
od as the Huskies marched to the 3-1
victory despite being outshot by the
Friars 33-30.
Sophomore Ben Farrer recognized
that from here on out the Friars face an
uphill battle.
"It's obviously no fun to lose, but
this is our chance and there are still a
ton of Hockey East games left to play,"
said Farrer. "Now it's up to us to get
things going and prove that we want
to win more, to not stop battling and
play hard all through the second half."
The Friars will look to regain the
form they had over break when they
host Boston College at Schneider
Arena on Friday, Jan. 30, at 7:30 p.m.
and Merrimack at 7:00 p.m. on

Chris Mammen 'll

Sports Staff
This week, as Friar fans returned to
campus, the Providence College Men's
Hockey Team had its five-game
unbeaten streak ended, dropping two
straight
to
No.
5
MEN'S Northeastern University.
HOCKEY Oh Friday, Jan 23, the
Friars hosted the Huskies
at Schneider Arena and
were unable to fend off the powerful
NU offense, losing 3-1. Saturday night
did not end any better for the Friars as
they traveled to Boston and after giv
ing up the lead early, due to penalties,
the Huskies coasted to a 6-3 victory.
Head Coach Tim Army reflected on
the past month for the team, "On Dec.
5 we had one of the worst games I've
seen here in my four years. After that
game everyone knew that they had to
decide whether to give up, or work for
it, and they worked really hard. We
had a break and everyone came back
refreshed. We mentally felt good and
with our first Hockey East win we felt
good but this weekend we seemed
tired and we couldn't get the tempo we
had during the win streak. We just let
them jump out to the lead and good
teams like Northeastern hold the lead
very well. We need to rest and get back
our rhythm for this weekend, and
that's our focus now."
Saturday night Northeastern was
able to score twice in the first 20 min
utes on power-play goals. Ryan
Ginand broke the scoreless tie at just
2:15 in the first, firing a wrist-shot past
freshman goalie Alex Beaudry. Wade
MacLeod doubled the Huskies' lead
before the Friars were finally able to
counter when sophomore Matt
Germain slapped a rebound into the
back of the net. Juniors John

No Break on the Ice
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Pierce Norton etched the Friars' lone goal against the Huskies on Friday,
Jan. 23. The score was Norton's sixth of the season.
Cavanaugh and Chris Eppich were
each credited with an assist on the goal.
In the second period the Huskies
tacked on two more goals, bringing
their lead to 4-1. Sophomores Ian
O'Connor and Kyle MacKinnon each
added goals, but it was too late for the
Friars to stage a comeback, eventually
losing the game 6-3 and dropping to 614-2 overall and 3-9-2 in Big East play.
"We went through some team
changes over break, and it changed the
dynamic to bring us closer and help us
stick to the game plan," said sopho
more Eric Baier. "For us it's a new sea
son and we have bounced back from
how we started. We were a little run
down for Northeastern and when fac
ing a team that good you have to be

even more diligent about the little
things and we battled, but it just was
n't enough."
On Friday night the Friars were
saddled with their first loss since
early December. The Huskies jumped
out to an early lead at 7:45 of the
opening
period
when
Mike
McLaughlin was able to skate in and
put one past Beaudry. The Friars
responded quickly, when less than a
minute later senior Pierce Norton
fired the feed from sophomore Austin
Mayer past the NU goalie.
NU climbed back on top near the
end of the first when Tyler McNeely
came out of the penalty box, gained
possession and slid the puck to
McLaughlin who rifled the puck into

The Men's Hockey Team record
ed four wins and a tie since The
Cowl last published until last week
end. The streak was the Friars'
longest unbeaten stretch since the
2005-2006 season.

Dec. 9 at Brown............ ........... W, 4-3
Jan. 10 vs. Umass-Lowell....... W, 4-2
Jan. 13 at Boston University... W, 4-2
Jan. 16 at Massachusetts......... W, 5-4
Jan. 18 at Maine................T, 2-2 (OT)
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!
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Here's to Your Health:
Buzz Word 2009: Change
by

Sports Staff

Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff

Super Bowl XLIII: Can the Cardinals pull off their first
NFL championship in more than 60 years, or will the Steelers
become the NFL’s first team to win six Super Bowls?
What happens when an unstop
pable force meets an immovable
object? Well we have Super Bowl
XLIII, where Pittsburgh's Steel Curtain
looks to blanket the high flying Arizona
offense. The Arizona Cardinals come
into the big game as the hottest team in
football. Kurt Warner has reinvented
himself as an elite QB and Larry
Fitzgerald has established himself as
the best WR in football. But the
Pittsburgh Steelers come into this game
as the best team in football.
One big advantage these Steelers
hold is Super Bowl experience. Much
of the current roster was on the team
that won Super Bowl XL. The only
contributing Cardinal with that kind
of experience is QB Kurt Warner, but
that edge is lost because his counter
part, Ben Roethlisberger, started in the
last Steelers Super Bowl win.
Additionally, the Pittsburgh Steelers
had one of the toughest regular season
schedules, which means they have
been tested on a weekly basis and
have faced many of the league's top
offensive and defensive squads.
Arizona can be described as a soft
team that wants to air it out, unlike
Pittsburgh who likes to grind it out and
hit hard. How will Arizona respond
when their WRs are being bumped at
the line and their QB faces waves of
seven-man blitzes? Complacency could
be another potential issue. Although
they'll deny it, many Cardinals might
be content with just getting to the
Super Bowl. They may not know how
to deal with atmosphere around them,
which could effect both preparation
and execution.
Pittsburgh was carried the whole
year by their devastating defense,
which ranked number one in all major
statistical defensive categories. The
squad is lead by All-Pro Safety Troy
Polamalu and Defensive POY James
Harrison. The D-Coordinator, Dick
Lebeau, will create a package of blitz
ing schemes to throw off the timing of
Arizona's passing game and force the
pass-happy Cardinals to resort to its
running game.

If we've learned anything from the
NFL during the past few years it's to
expect the unexpected. Rex Grossman
of all people leading the Bears to a near
championship miss in 2007. The Giants
derailing New England's run at a per
fect season last year. So what will 2009
do for an encore? How about the
Cardinals completing their impromptu
run at a Super Bowl title? What a fitting
end to a perceptibly bizarre season.
So what a single Super Bowl title has
never been brought to the desert?
Since limping to the regular season fin
ish line at 9-7 the Cardinals have
played spoiler quite nicely, a role befit
ting of an organization mired in years
of constant struggle. The Steelers, rid
ing on the shoulders of QB Ben
Roethlisberger, may be the heavy
favorite entering Sunday's showdown
in Tampa, but Arizona's Kurt Warner
has experience of his own. Let's not
forget it was Warner who led a rela
tively unheralded St. Louis Rams
squad to a Super Bowl victory in 2000.
Those Rams were very similar to the
Cardinals of 2009, a team with a
dynamic offensive attack and a
defense with its problem spots.
More importantly for Arizona is that
second year head coach Ken
Whisenhunt has his club playing
inspired football. This is no longer a
team that feels they cannot compete.
Few people thought they'd get past
Atlanta and even fewer thought they
had shot at Carolina and Philadelphia.
Whisenhunt's defense has come into
it's own during this time, giving QB's
Matt Ryan and Jake Delhomme fits in
consecutive playoff weeks. Arizona's
run stopping has been especially sur
prising, holding top backs Michael
Turner, DeAngelo Williams, and Brian
Westbrook to a combined 150 yards in
three games. Add a healthier Anquan
Boldin and a much improved running
game in recent weeks, featuring Tim
Hightower and Edgerrin James, and
the Cardinals might just shock the
world for a fourth successive week.

- Chris Crawford '10

- Anthony Valentino '09

Casey Reutemann '09
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It is a universal tradition: the rise
and fall of anticipation that coincides
with the mystical night when one year
ends and another begins. You know,
i that moment when a ball
HEALTH &
drops and individuals
FITNESS
become engulfed in the
i
cycle of wiping the slate
clean —resolving to do
better, taking a deep breath—and con
tinuing with their lives as usual.
They'll try again tomorrow.
However, the tick of the clock that
ushered in 2009 this past December 31
was different. Don't just take my word
for it, look around. It seems that every
one is trying a little harder, making more
daring plans and resolving more firmly.
Here we are, a month into 2009 and this
year already has a buzz word: change. It
is encouraging and wholly unfamiliar to
most to begin a new year with such
enthusiasm towards the uncertain.
Regardless of what occurs politically
and economically this year, the truth
remains that a refreshing sense of
hope will always be associated with
the coming of 2009.
Though you may have already par
taken in the New Year's resolution
making tradition, I come to you today
with a plan of action towards change
in the new year.
Its not about whether you resolve to
start a fitness regimen (go for it!),
improve your academic standing (a
4.0? you can do it!) or foster better rela
tionships (so important); all of these
are worthwhile commitments to make
and keep throughout the year.
What it is about, what I urge you to
internally evaluate, is how you think
about your intentions for 2009. If you
aspire to wholly change or "fix" an
aspect of your daily life that you view
as flawed or broken you are likely to
abandon your cause. Even worse, you
may gravitate towards self-degrada
tion and frustration that is far more
detrimental than any diet slip up, fail
ing grade or roommate altercation.
I encourage you, instead, to employ
this year's buzz word in a more posi
tive, productive manner. As college
students, we are in the beautifully
unique stage of life where our habits,
lifestyles and values are constantly
being molded. By (okay, a very cliche)
definition, this four-year period is the
time to "find ourselves". Roll your
eyes if you will, but think about it. Just

like many relationships you form dur
ing your college years will prove to be
the strongest and most valuable in
your adult lives, so too will the habits
you cultivate follow you into your
post-grad endeavors.
Despite what you may tell yourself
or see in the media, as a college
student you aren't accountable for
making significant changes to your life
since, in general, nothing in your life
has been constant! Your life is perpetu
al change. This fact, often the most
frustrating aspect of college life, is
actually a very appealing (and sorely
missed by those who have long ago
ended their college careers) aspect of
these four years.
So this year take advantage of the
opportunity that college affords you.
Don't resolve to change yourself, com
mit to modifying your attitude
towards change. Instead of revising
your fitness (or lack-there-of) goals,
decide to cultivate exercise habits that
you can build on during the remainder
of your Providence College days and
into your adult life.
If you've got your eye on a higher
GPA, don't beat yourself up for "not
studying hard enough" up until now.
Resolve to structure your daily activi
ties based on the times that you have
found you focus best. Knowing, for
example that you are most efficient
before noon, will prove invaluable not
only to your academic performance
but also to your career decisions as you
proceed in life.
By adapting your attitude while you
are here, when you graduate you will
not look back at four cyclic years of
commitments to change, failure, and
revisions to your lifestyle. Instead,
you will take with you an awareness of
yourself, what works and what is most
important to you that you can adapt
and apply (not change!) to any situa
tion you face in the ominous "real
world" (that place where people make
New Year's resolutions to "change
their eating habits", "change their love
lives", "change, change, change").
This is going to be a great year, and
I'm excited to embark on the journey
through it with you! Just remember,
whatever commitments you make be
sure that you make yourself one of
them. After all, no matter what stage of
life you are in, once found, confidence
and self-respect are invaluable tools
that prove increasingly valuable with
the passage of time.

Larcom, Reilly Set School Records in 1500 Free
Sessions '12
Sports Staff

by John

The Providence College Men's and
Women's Swimming and Diving
Teams hit a bit of a rough patch last
week with the men's team dropping
two meets and the Lady Friars dropping
one. On Friday, Jan. 23, the
Friars hosted a powerful
SWIM & Drexel University team.
DIV
The women's team fell to
the Dragons 136-95, while
the men's team was also defeated by a
score of 152-85.
On the women's side, despite the
loss, sophomore Courtney Larcom set
the school record in the 1500-meter
freestyle, finishing in a time of
18:10.97. Sophomore Alexis Fatigati
earned two first-place finishes.
Fatigati took first in the 200-meter
freestyle, with a time of 2:12.86, as well
as the 400-meter freestyle, with a time
of 4:42.17. Junior Carrie Lamb also
swam to a first-place finish in the 100meter freestyle in a time of 1:01.97.
On the men's side there was yet anoth
er bright spot. Despite the loss, junior
Tim Reilly set the school record in the
1500-meter freestyle, finishing in a time
of 17:43.20. Then, on Saturday, Jan. 24,
the men's team hosted Villanova
University.
The Wildcats defeated
Providence with a score of 140-84.

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Sophomore Courtney Larcom set the shool record in the 1500-meter freestyle on
Friday, Jan. 23, against Drexel in a time of 18:10.97.
However, Providence had two individ
ual wins on the day, coming in the 100meter freestyle and the 200-meter breast
stroke. Junior Mathew Card took the
100-meter freestyle in a time of 54.66,
and senior Chris Ray captured the 200meter breaststroke with a time of 2:42.80.
The Friars also won the final event of the
day, thanks to the workhorse relay team
of junior Mike Loftis, freshman Matt
Green, senior Ryan Clark, and Card,

which took first in the 400-meter
freestyle relay with a time of 3:45.86.
Despite the two losses last week, Card
was considerably happy concerning his
individual performances on the weekend.
"I am very pleased with my perform
ances thus far this year," Card said.
"My times have been dropping and I
am feeling fast in the water. As far as
accomplishments for the season, I am
simply looking to go as fast as possi

ble. Furthermore I want to help the
rest of the team do the same."
Certainly Card and the rest of the
Providence Men's and Women's
Swimming and Diving Teams are
looking to rebound from last week as
the Big East Swimming and Diving
Championships. This year, the presti?;ious meet is being held in
ndianapolis, Ind. and is looming in
the near future. Head Swimming and
Diving Coach John O'Neill knows that
reaching these Championships would
be the pinnacle of a successful season.
"We are pleased with the work we
did in our first semester and our dual
meets," said O'Neill. "We're looking
forward to compete and try to make as
many qualifying standards as possible
for the Big East Swiming and Diving
Championships in
February
The next test on that road to
Indianapolis is Saturday, Jan. 31, when
the Friars host Holy Cross at home in
the Taylor Natatorium. So come out
and support your classmates in an ulti
mately crucial meet which could help
determine the fate of the swimming
and diving season.
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Providence Upsets No. 15 Syracuse, 100-94
by

Dan Ollquist '10 and
Mollie Quinn '09
Sports Staff

They came for a win and that's what
they got.
On Wednesday, Jan. 28, Friar fans
packed the Dunk to see the Providence
College Men's Basketball
Team upset 15th ranked
MEN'S Syracuse 100-94. The scat
HOOPS tered
orange
shirts
throughout the arena, wer
not nearly enough to stifle the excite
ment of the black and white. After wit
nessing a marquee home win slip away
from Providence just 10 days ago
against Marquette, Friar Fanatics were
anxious to see their team pull-off a cru
cial Big East victory against a bangedup squad of Orange men.
"Our guys were trying so hard and
the crowd really got them going," said
Head Coach Keno Davis. "It was an
incredible crowd—our best crowd of
the year. Our student section was unbe
lievable and I give them a lot of credit
for our victory tonight."
However, it is not the fans who win
the game. When it comes down to it, the
Friars were able to seal this victory
because of skill and talent that has signif
icantly grown throughout the season.
"This ball club is finding ways to win
and finding different ways each gamewhether it is our three-point shooting,
our three-point defense, or our
rebounding" said Davis. "Tonight after
unbelievable efforts by top Syracuse

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Junior Sharaud Curry scored a team high 22 points and dished out four assists in a
win against #15 Syracuse on Wednesday, Jan. 28.
players the way we found a win was to
not turn the ball over and to create
more opportunities from outstanding
effort from our guys."
Davis and the team knew that a win
over nationally ranked Syracuse was
not going to be easy.
"Syracuse is a good team. We knew

Sports Boss: Friars
Holding Their Own
by

Ryan Holt '09
Sports Staff

Taking a look at the Big East
standings may cause some to
do a double-take. No, it is not
a typo; the Friars are in the top
half. In a con
ference where
OPINION nine of its 16
teams
have
spent time in
the national top-25 polls, our
Friars are holding their own.
Their 6-2 start, especially
the win against Syracuse,
gives PC and their fans the
chance to have a serious dis
cussion about the NCAA
Tournament. As of this week,
some national analysts have
included the Friars on their
list of "bubble teams."
We must examine, however,
the six conference wins. Five
has come against the bottom
of the Big East standings. The
good news is that the Friars
took care of business, and
defeated the teams they need
ed to, including a valuable
sweep of Cincinnati, the team
predicted by most to finish
just below the Friars.
The victory over Syracuse
will serve as a "signature"
win. They also had two
chances this month, on the
road against Georgetown and
at home against Marquette,
but were unable to capitalize.
Both times the Friars had con
trol of the game, but let things
slip away.
More opportunities are cer
tainly on the horizon. Aside
from this week's contest with
the Orange, the Friars' remain

ing Big East calendar is loaded
with top teams. On the road
the
Friars
will
face
Connecticut, Louisville, West
Virginia, and Villanova. At
home they'll face Villanova,
Notre Dame, and Pittsburgh.
ESPN's Pat Forde called these
"no-hope" games for PC. I dis
agree. The Friars have shown
they can play with the best;
they just haven't been able to
finish. Only one game this
year, Baylor on Thanksgiving,
could have been considered a
blow-out. This is a different
team now. They've been able
to improve as the season has
progressed. If the Friars can
win two of these so-called
"no-hope" games (Syracuse
included) and finish the job
with the rest, things can
become interesting come
Selection Sunday.
Those included in "the rest"
are the home and home series
with Rutgers and a trip to
Tampa to play South Florida.
PC cannot afford a loss in
these three games.
So, that is what this season
boils down to. Can the Friars
do it? I see a lot of potential in
this team. It's strange to talk
about potential when dis
cussing a senior-laden squad,
but these are different circum
stances. This is a group who
has played together for a long
time. They just have never
really tasted success. For
many, this is their last chance.
This year was their fresh start,
but also their last turn. A new
coach in your senior season will
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they were going to make a run and we
expected them to make a couple
shots— so when they got up it was just
a matter of us answering back and
that's what we were able to do," said
Junior Sharaud Curry.
Curry led Providence with 22 points,
with six other Friars finishing the game

with double digits. PC continually
burned the Syracuse zone for easy
buckets on the inside while also get
ting great looks from the outside.
One such player that took advantage
of some open three's was sophomore
Marshon Brooks who tallied 17 for
the night, including a huge three
down the stretch.
The play of Providence big men
was arguably the best Friar fans have
seen all season. Versatile senior
foward Geoff McDermott finished
with 15 points to go along with six
rebounds and senior Randall Hanke
added 12 points and six rebounds of
his own. The unsung hero of the
game was without a doubt, senior
Jonathon Kale who played arguably
his finest game as a Friar, pitching in
14 points and six boards.
It was the first time the Friars had
scored 100 points in Big East play since
Feb. 29, 2004. It also was the first time
Providence had beaten Syracuse since
Feb. 7, 2004.
For Curry and all of the other Friar
veterans, this has been a long awaited
and well deserved win.
"It feels great, this is the biggest win
for me since I've been here," said Curry.
"We beat Marquette my sophomore
year but I wasn't in that game so this is
a big game for me and I'm just excited
we were able to pull it off."
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Friars Sweep Terriers in Two
by

Al Daniel '11
Sports Staff

Steadily skipping along the
path to victory at a tormenting
tortoise's pace, the Providence
College Women's Hockey
team stumbled
upon an omi
WOMEN'S nous roadblock
HOCKEY last Sunday as
they clenched a
2-1 lead over host Boston
University with 1:21 to spare
in regulation.
On their previous visit to
the Hub back on Saturday,
Nov. 1, they spilled a 3-2 edge
when
only
11
seconds
remained as BU captain Gina
Kearns slugged home a power
play equalizer. They subse
quently settled for a singular
shootout point as opposed to
the full two-point package.
And now, with sophomore
Amber Yung in the penalty box
for hooking, the Friars had
once again thrown the fishing
pole into the shark tank.
But this time, they would
reel it back to safety before
Jaws could bite. Over the final
81 seconds, the PK quartet
blocked two Boston shots
while freshman backstop
Genevieve Lacasse hauled in
another three. It all climaxed
with none other than Kearns
retrieving her own rebound,
only to be stoned by Lacasse
on the cusp of the final buzzer.
With
that,
Providence
sealed an ice-shattering week
end sweep of the Terriers, hav
ing claimed an equally gritty
2-0 the previous afternoon at
Schneider Arena.
"I think for the most part,
everyone was kind of saying
that. It was going through
their head," admitted junior

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Katy Beach had two goals over the weekend in the Friars'
two-game sweep of Boston University.
defender Colleen
Martin
when asked about the fright
ful deja vu that came with
Yung's stride to the sin bin.
"But we all came together and
we knew what we had to do to
win the game. Obviously, we
didn't want what happened
previously to occur again.
Mari (Pehkonen) came up
with a huge blocked shot,
which
was
great,
and
Genevieve was unbelievable."
Martin, who etched an
assist in both wins, went on to
term the series as a whole,
"...probably our best week
end of the season."
By favorably tipping the
scale twice in as many obses
sive-defensive arm-wrestling

bouts, the Friars spun a onepoint deficit behind BU in the
Hockey East standings to a
three-point lead. They enter
this weekend's home-andhome bout with Connecticut
tied for second place with
New Hampshire.
And with eight regular sea
son games yet to be con
sumed, they have already
taken on a playoff persona in
every visual, emotional, and
physical aspect of their game.
"We started playing playoff
hockey today. That's really
what happened," head coach
Bob Deraney asserted after
Saturday's win, attained when
senior Katy Beach busted a
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